
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 15:1-13 



 What is the hardest thing you have 
done? 
 for a long time! 

 

Talk about it 



 In the context of the church, Paul has 
been teaching us the priority of 
understanding difference, accepting 
differences and last week, giving up 
our own rights in order to protect the 
weak. 

 So, how long do we need to “put up 
with the weak”?  

 As long as it takes?! 

Talk about it 



 A practical demonstration of love is seen 
in our acceptance of other believers, 
differences and all.  
 Seeking to do all we do, to the Lord and out 

love and humility  

 Seek the greater good of others to the glory 
of God 



 Not judging their practices and may require 
forgoing freedoms for the sake of the weak, 
so as not to cause them to stumble.   

 Sacrificing our individual rights 
demonstrates love of others and a 
submission to God.   

 Seek to maintain peace and build others up. 

 



Action of the Justified: Toward the   
Weak & the Strong 

Romans 14:1–15:13 

Mutual 

Forbearance 

14:1             12 

Strong 

Not to 

Offend 

the Weak 

14:13        23 

Strong to 

Help the 

Weak 

15:1               6 

Mutual 

Acceptance 

15:7              13 



1 We who are strong have an obligation  
     to bear with the failings of the weak,  
     and not to please ourselves.  
2   Let each of us please his neighbor  
     for his good,  
     to build him up.  
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 Paul contrasts the concept of “pleasing 
yourself” and “pleasing others” for 
“their good.”   

 How else could you state the idea of 
“pleasing others for their good?” 

 
 The Commands:  
 Love seeks what is best for someone—

even if it is difficult. 

 

Talk about it 



 Context 
 The strong are capable of understanding 

their Christian freedoms, the weak are 
incapable. 

 So this exhortation then is not: 
 Ignoring the issues 

 Passively avoiding the use of “Christian 
freedoms” while others watch 



 The challenge 
 “not to please ourselves” 
 Don’t use Christian liberty as an excuse for 

selfishness 

 “upbuilding” or edification 
 for his good, to build him up 

 Actively seek to do what love would 
demand—that which is best for others 

 

 



3 For Christ did not please himself,  
 but as it is written,  
    “The reproaches of those who reproached  
       you fell on me.”  
4    For whatever was written in former days  
         was written for our instruction,  
      that through endurance  
      and through the encouragement  
            of the Scriptures  
          we might have hope.  
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 Why does hope become the focal point? 
 In the midst of giving up one’s rights for a 

long time (endurance) there must be 
positive motivation. 

 But the hope is not just an attitude—see 
what follows 



5 May the God of endurance  
   and encouragement  
     grant you to live in such harmony  
           with one another,  
        in accord with Christ Jesus,  
6     that together you may with one voice glorify 
          the God  
          and Father  
          of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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 Paul’s prayer serves as an exhortation 
 The prayer is that God will provide the endurance 

and encouragement they need to pursue harmony 
that will yield worship to God. 

 The nature of corporate worship 
 Notice that without unity, without being of “one 

voice”—there won’t be corporate worship. 
 Unity is required for God to receive glory 

 What a challenge—having the same mind, 
maintaining harmony even when individuals 
disagree.   
 It seems to go beyond, “agreeing to disagree” and 

into a self-sacrificing other-centeredness. 



 Key Issue:  In issues over differing 
opinions— 
 Seek to please others for their good, their 

edification (15:2) 
 Seek unity—one mind, one accord, and one 

voice for the glory of God (15:5-6) 

 Principle:  
 Be concerned for the weak, not just your 

own rights (15:1) 
 Put others first 



7 Therefore welcome one another  
  as Christ has welcomed you,  
  for the glory of God.  glory of God 



 This is the main point: “welcome one 
another”  
 Includes: accept and to receive into ones 

house 

 Purpose or Outcome 
 The glory of God 

 Believers should accept one another 
because Christ accepted us, despite our 
hostility to him, in order to bring glory 
to God 



 The Reason 
 Christ welcomed them 15:7b 

 Christ has acted to bring God’s blessing on 
both Jew and Gentile 15:8-9a 

 Fulfillment of Scripture 15:9b-12 

 The Purpose 
 That the Gentile would bring glory to God 
 Notice references to praise 

 
 



13 May the God of hope fill you  
   with all joy  
   and peace 
      in believing,  
    so that by the power of the Holy Spirit  
         you may abound in hope. (ESV)  

God 
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 Key Issue:  In issues over differing opinions 
 Christ was a servant for the glory of God, so 

should all Christians should be with each other 

 Principle:  
 Put others first! 

 Key Points 
 Be concerned for the weak, not just your own 

rights (15:1) 

 Accept one another (in spite of differences) to 
the glory of God (15:7) 

 
 



 If the Body does not function correctly, the 
gospel is not propelled. 

 If the Body does not function correctly, the 
gospel is impeded. 

 If the Body does not function correctly, 
individuals will not grow to be what God 
intends. 

 If the Body does not function correctly, 
individuals will not serve each other or God 
the way He deserves. 



 We have an obligation to please/build 
up our neighbors for their good. 

  Therefore we must put others first! 

  We do this by loving others. 
 Love seeks to do what is best for others and 

will lead to the glory of God 



 Are there areas/issues over which you 
have had trouble accepting?   

 How do the exhortations to acceptance, 
being of one mind along with example 
of Christ challenge you? 

  What do you need to do? 

 Is there anyone you need to talk to?  



From The Peacemaker by Ken Sande 
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