
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 14:1-12 



 The “human condition” 
 The “Me-Monster” 

Talk about it 



 The human condition 
 The “Me-Monster” 

Talk about it 



 What are issues (categories) that cause 
conflict? 
 Possessions 
 Personalities 
 Preferences 
 Propriety—conduct  
 Proper doctrine 

  
 So if there are so many opportunities for 

conflict—isn’t it better to just splinter into 
smaller homogeneous groups?   
 

Talk about it 



 What are our “sacred cows?”   
 That is, what are the issues/events/things 

that could never be changed, though 
perhaps not primary in importance, they 
are primary by passion? 

Talk about it 



 Love one another and the things that are 
good, hate what is evil.   

 But in the midst of evil, seek to live at peace 
with all, not retaliating evil for evil, bless 
and minister to those who are against you.  

 Submit to governing authorities who have 
been given authority by God.  

 Seek to fulfill the Law by loving neighbors 
and doing good and living right 
(righteously). 



Action of the Justified: Toward the   
Weak & the Strong 

Romans 14:1–15:13 

Mutual 

Forbearance 

14:1             12 

Strong 

Not to 

Offend 

the Weak 

14:13        23 

Strong to 

Help the 

Weak 

15:1               6 

Mutual 

Acceptance 

15:7              13 



 For next three weeks we will be 
studying a very important section of 
Romans 
 a topic we as individuals need to 

understand  
 and we as a church need to learn to apply. 

 How to deal with conflict within the 
church in areas of difference, 
disagreement, dislike and potential 
division. 



1 As for the one who is weak in faith,  
   welcome him,  
   but not to quarrel over opinions.  
2    One person believes he may eat anything,  
    while the weak person 
           eats only vegetables.  
3   Let not the one who eats  
       despise the one who abstains,  
   and let not the one who abstains  
       pass judgment on the one who eats,  
          for God has welcomed him.  
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 “Weaker brother” 
 One whose faith will be shaken by the 

behavior of the strong.  
 The issue is not  
 just “what I like and don’t like” 

 Too often in the church, those who are 
 “mature” act immaturely and demand their 

preference.   
 “mature” rather than looking out for the 

interests of others—seek their own comfort 
and convenience. 



 Weak don’t judge  

 Strong don’t regard with contempt 

 

 There are disputable matters—
differing opinions, but they should not 
cause division, disregard or disapproval 
in the Body. 



4 Who are you to pass judgment  
          on the servant of another?  
   It is before his own master  
      that he stands or falls.  
   And he will be upheld,  
      for the Lord is able to make him stand.  



5 One person esteems one day  
           as better than another, 
 while another esteems all days alike.  
     Each one should be fully convinced  
        in his own mind.  
6   The one who observes the day,  
     observes it in honor of the Lord.  
   The one who eats,  
     eats in honor of the Lord,  
       since he gives thanks to God,  
   while the one who abstains,  
     abstains in honor of the Lord  
       and gives thanks to God.  



 Does being “fully convinced” equal 
being right? 
 No.  The issues is not “right or wrong.”   

 The issue is freedom—liberty.   

 Paul is addressing “gray areas” where 
what one chooses to do is not a moral 
decision. 
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7 For none of us lives to himself,  
 and none of us dies to himself.  
8   For if we live,  
     we live to the Lord,  
   and if we die,  
     we die to the Lord.  
 So then,  
   whether we live  
   or whether we die,  
     we are the Lord’s.  
9 For to this end Christ died and lived again,  
   that he might be Lord  
     both of the dead and of the living.  



 Don’t judge others 
 We are not be the “compliance officers” 

 It is not our job to determine what 
freedoms others should have 

 Our responsibility is to be fully convinced 
that what we practice is what God wants 
us to practice—honoring God 

 

 

 



 Summary Principles 
 Be fully convinced you are doing the right 

things 

 Do all to the Lord’s honor 

  Application/Implications 
 What affect would truly “doing all to the 

Lord’s honor” have on conflicts?   

 

 

 



 In this concluding paragraph, Paul 
places a warning on the discussion. 

 Individuals are free to choose, free to 
live out their lives as long as they are 
fully convinced they are doing what is 
right—but they must remember that 
God is their Judge. 



 In issues over differing opinions— 
 If you feel you have freedom—don’t condemn/criticize 

or view with contempt those who don’t. 
 If you feel you can’t do something—don’t judge those 

who do. 

 Whether you feel you have freedom or are 
restricted from doing a specific thing—be 
convinced and keep your conscience clear. (14:5, 
22-23) 

 How do you do this?  Ask: 
 Is my motive to honor God or simply please myself? 
 Next week we will add to this question, because Paul 

will teach us that freedom does have boundaries. 



 Accept each other, differences and all, 
in Christ. 
 Whatever we do—do it as to the Lord 

 Out of love and humility we should seek 
the greater good of others to the glory of 
God 

 



 Absolutes 
 Areas in which there is clear biblical 

teaching on which you are not willing to 
make any compromise: firm convictions 

 Our goal when it comes to absolutes—
unity. 



 Convictions 
 Beliefs based on biblical principles  

 Beliefs based on interpretation of the 
Bible in areas that are not fundamental to 
salvation nor part of the essence of 
orthodoxy.  

 Our goal when it comes to convictions—
love. 



 Preferences 
 Areas of desire (strong) where you are 

willing to compromise, if persuaded and if 
needed, for unity. (Bias, partiality, ideals) 

 Another possible description is 
“traditions.” These are things we are 
comfortable with but that are not 
synonymous with truth. 

 Our goal when it comes to preferences 
or traditions—openness. 



 Opinions 
 Issues that are not clear cut or black and 

white, but in which you have developed an 
opinion based on personality and 
background.  Things you like but could live 
without. 

 We need to understand how our personality 
and background impacts our opinions and be 
open to those with differing opinions. 

 Our goal when it comes to opinions—
acceptance of the individual. 



 Our tendency is to move our “beliefs” 
one step up the ladder. 
 Our opinions become preferences. 

 Our preferences become convictions. 

 Our convictions become absolutes. 



 How gracious are you towards those who 
are different or disagree? 
 Would people say that you “breathe out 

grace” over differences and in the midst of 
disagreement? 

 Do you give people the benefit of the 
doubt? 
 Do you assume the best or the worst of 

people? 
 Do you assign motives to people’s actions 

and then judge them by the motives you 
perceive? 



 Can you overlook people’s 
differences—dress, taste in music, etc? 

 Do you avoid or seek to engage those 
who are different than you—race, age, 
dress, personality, etc? 

 Can you/do you praise God for the 
diversity in the Body of Christ at 
Calvary Church? 
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