


The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 13:1-14 



 Can government legislate morality? 

 Are you 
 An American Christian 

 A Christian American 

 

Talk about it 



 Do you believe that the lines between 
Christian, American and our political 
party get blurred?   

 Why? 

Talk about it 



 Love one another and the things that 
are good, hate what is evil.  But in the 
midst of evil, seek to live at peace with 
all, not retaliating evil for evil, bless and 
minister to those who are against you. 



Action of the Justified:  

Toward the State 
Romans 13:1-14 

Submission to 

Civil 

Government 

1  7 

Motivation to 

Godly 

Conduct 

11  14 

Exhortation 

to Love 

Neighbors 

8  10 



1 Let every person be subject  
      to the governing authorities.  
  For there is no authority except from God,  
    and those that exist  
      have been instituted by God.  
2  Therefore whoever resists the authorities  

   resists what God has appointed,  
      and those who resist will incur judgment.  

subject 
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 The Divine Origin for Civil Government 
 God has delegated authority to 

government 

 No governing authority exits without 
God’s will and determination 

 Implications:  rebellion against the 
state is rebellion against God 



3   For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,  
      but to bad.  
    Would you have no fear  
         of the one who is in authority?  
      Then do what is good,  
        and you will receive his approval,  
4         for he is God’s servant for your good.  
    But if you do wrong,  
      be afraid,  
         for he does not bear the sword in vain.  
          For he is the servant of God,  
         an avenger who carries out God’s 
         wrath on the wrongdoer.  
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 The Divine Purpose for Civil 
Government 
 Punishment of evil doers 

 



 What’s missing? 
 No discussion of “when the government” 

is evil 

 No discussion of the Churches need to 
rebel 

 Use of the Sword 
 The point is that God has delegated the 

role of punishment of wrongdoers to 
government not to individuals 



5  Therefore one must be in subjection,  
    not only to avoid God’s wrath  
    but also for the sake of conscience.  
6  For because of this you also pay taxes,  
      for the authorities are ministers of God,  
        attending to this very thing.  
7    Pay to all what is owed to them:  
      taxes to whom taxes are owed,  
      revenue to whom revenue is owed,  
      respect to whom respect is owed,  
      honor to whom honor is owed.  

subjection 
 
 



 The Moral Necessity of Being in 
Subjection 

 Obedience for the sake of 
 Avoiding punishment 
 Conscience sake 
 Obedience without looking over your shoulder 
 Because the believer understands what God 

wants from him and what God has done in 
establishing governments, he (believer) 
should be guided by this knowledge 
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 Pay your taxes 
 Assumed 13:6 

 Commanded 13:7 

 Pay your respect 



 Context 
 We must subordinate our lives to God, 

presenting our bodies as living sacrifices to 
Him.  

 We must subordinate our interests to the 
interests of others if we are to walk in love. 

 We must also subordinate our lives to 
those in authority over us as civil servants. 



 First Contextualization 
 How is our democratic government like or 

unlike the monarchs during Paul’s (and 
Peter’s) time? 
 We can vote (representation) 
 We have a constitution that establishes some 

“unalienable rights” 

 Does this negate any of the teaching by 
Paul and Peter? 
 No 



 What are our General Responsibilities? 
 To submit to the governing authorities over 

us, to be law abiding, good citizens 
 To support the government through paying 

taxes, doing what is ordered, and prayer 
 What are our Responsibilities when the 

Government is Corrupt? 
 When it is greedy? 
 When it is evil (harsh)? 
 When it goes against what God has 

commanded? 



 How do we apply this passage in an 
election year? 

 



 We are naturally self-centered.  
 Our society is a “me-centered,” 

individualist, independent society. 

 So how do we learn to demonstrate 
love? 
 Why does or how can Paul only state that 

the law is summarized by “loving your 
neighbor” when Jesus stated, love God 
and love others?  

 



 We do have a debt that continues 
forever, namely, our obligation to seek 
the welfare of fellow human beings 



 Motivation for Godly Conduct:  The 
return of the Lord  
 Understanding the times 

 Putting on Christ to live rightly 



 Paul assumes we are conscious of living 
in the end times, perhaps even 
anticipating the return of the Lord.   

 Are we? 
 What does this passage say is the 

difference created from living with the 
end in mind? 

 Do you see that in your life? Why or 
why not? 



 Christ is our Savior 

 Christ is our focus 

 Christ is our model 

 

 His coming our hope 

 His coming our motivation 

 His coming our purification 



 Be willingly in submission to governing 
authorities as you would submit to God 

 Love your neighbor fully as you would 
want to be loved 

 Walk uprightly and properly, 
understanding the nearness of the end 



 Evaluate your submission and honor of the 
government. 
 How will you participate in the political process 

this fall? 
 How will you speak about different political 

parties and candidates? 
 How will you behave if your preferred candidate 

does not win? 

 
 Of the three main sections—in which one 

aspect do you know you need the most 
growth?  What do you need to do?  
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