
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 12:1-8 



 What comes first—thinking or doing? 

  Why do we focus so much of our effort 
(in Christianity) on changing behavior 
rather than thinking?   

 How can you change the way you 
think? 

Talk about it 



 God is free to act as He chooses and He 
has chosen to act in accordance with His 
character which means He is always 
faithful to accomplish what He has said 
and He is merciful in His interaction with 
mankind. 
 He keeps His promises, even His promises 

to Israel when they rebel against Him.  
 God has a plan to bring salvation to Gentile 

and Jews 

 Therefore God is to be Worshipped 
 



Romans 12-16 
 Living within the church  12 

 Living in the world as saints  13 

 Living with others who are different and 
who disagree    14-15 

 Living with a greater purpose 15:14-
16:27 



Action of the Justified:  

Toward the Assembly 
Romans 12:1-21 

Foundation of 

Conduct 

1  2 

Function of Conduct 



Paul now turns to the implications and 
applications of the truths he has been 
teaching.  

How do we 
 sinners by nature, actions and intent,  
 graciously justified and eternally saved through 

Christ’s redemptive cross-work,  
who desire to live lives that are pleasing to God,  
 yet have an inability to do it out of our own 

determination, duty and power 
relate properly in all our spheres of life 
 church and family 
world and government 



 What are the “things” that need to be 
“done” in Romans 12:1-2.   
 What is the starting point? 

 What does the starting point look like? 

 

 What do you have control over? 

 What must be done by God? 



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
     by the mercies of God,  
   to present your bodies  
     as a living sacrifice,  
       holy and acceptable to God,  
     which is your spiritual worship.  
2   Do not be conformed to this world,  
   but be transformed  
     by the renewal of your mind,  
      that by testing you may discern  
        what is the will of God, what is  
         good 
         and acceptable  
         and perfect.  
 

therefore 
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1:18–3:20 3:21–5:21 6:1–8:39 9:1–11:36 1:1-17 15:14–16:27  14:1–15:13 13:1-14 12:1-21 

What a Mess! 
 
 

What a  
Difference! 

 
 

What a 
Program! 

 
 

What a 
God! 

 
 

How to Live! 
 
 

 The Righteousness of God                   
What to Believe How to Live 

 Doctrine of Justification  Duties of the Justified 

The Transforming Power of the Righteousness of God 

Justification: 
What it is 

Justification: 
How it  

affects me 

 Justification: 
  Why Israel   
rejected it 

  Justification: 
  The Need 

 for it 

God’s     
Righteousness     
reveals man’s     

 sin     

Way of     
Salvation      

Life of     
Salvation        

Scope of        
Salvation        

What to Believe 

The Righteousness of  
  God  

 Doctrine of Justification  Duties of the Justified 

Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live 
by faith.” (ESV) 

Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (ESV) 

Sin Salvation Sanctification Sovereignty Service 

Revealed Reflected 

5:1 8:1 12:1 



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
     by the mercies of God,  
   to present your bodies  
     as a living sacrifice,  
       holy and acceptable to God,  
     which is your spiritual worship.  
2   Do not be conformed to this world,  
   but be transformed  
     by the renewal of your mind,  
      that by testing you may discern  
        what is the will of God, what is  
         good 
         and acceptable  
         and perfect.  
 

therefore 



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
     by the mercies of God,  
   to present your bodies  
     as a living sacrifice,  
       holy and acceptable to God,  
     which is your spiritual worship.  
2   Do not be conformed to this world,  
   but be transformed  
     by the renewal of your mind,  
      that by testing you may discern  
        what is the will of God, what is  
         good 
         and acceptable  
         and perfect.  
 

therefore 



 God’s will for us is first related to 
Character 

 Present your bodies 
 Present an Offering  

 a sacrifice 
 Living 

 Holy 

 Acceptable 



 Romans 6:12-13 Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and 
your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness. (ESV) 

 Romans 6:19 I am speaking in human terms, because of 
your natural limitations. For just as you once presented 
your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness 
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness leading to 
sanctification. (ESV) 



 Paul says, “know that you have died to sin 
in Christ, believe it, realize the 
identification with Christ, you are alive so 
Present/Offer —dedication your body to 
God.” 



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
     by the mercies of God,  
   to present your bodies  
     as a living sacrifice,  
       holy and acceptable to God,  
     which is your spiritual worship.  
2   Do not be conformed to this world,  
   but be transformed  
     by the renewal of your mind,  
      that by testing you may discern  
        what is the will of God, what is  
         good 
         and acceptable  
         and perfect.  
 

therefore 



 Negative command:  Do not be 
conformed 

 



 Marginalize us 
 “That is your belief.” “Faith is private.” 

 Mock us 
 “Christianity, like all religions is a crutch 

for the weakminded.” 

 Amalgamation 
 “Christianity is just like all other 

religions.” 

 



 Consumerism—our focus on our own 
possessions rather than loving the lost 

 Comfort—our unwillingness to step out 
of our comfort zone to be salt and light 



 We lose our influence when we stop being distinct, 
when people can distinguish us from any “religious 
person.” 

 We lose our influence as we sanitize our beliefs and 
our values.   

 We lose our influence as we focus on defending our 
rights rather than serving others. 

 We lose our influence as we privatize our 
relationship with Christ rather than sharing it. 

 We lose our influence as we isolate ourselves, 
confining ourselves to safe “Christian 
environments” rather than boldly and creatively 
investing in relationships and areas of influence. 



 Negative command:  Do not be 
conformed 

  Positive command: Be transformed 

Metamorphosis 

Don’t let the world 

influence you, 

let God rule you. 

 





1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
     by the mercies of God,  
   to present your bodies  
     as a living sacrifice,  
       holy and acceptable to God,  
     which is your spiritual worship.  
2   Do not be conformed to this world,  
   but be transformed  
     by the renewal of your mind,  
      that by testing you may discern  
        what is the will of God, what is  
         good 
         and acceptable  
         and perfect.  
 

therefore 



 Paul’s point is not that the aim of the 
transformation of character is the 
discernment of God’s specific will, but 
rather that the Christian’s ability to 
know and do God’s will, naturally 
results from the renewal of the mind. 



 God’s will is  
 good (moral or beneficial) 

 pleasing (acceptable) 

 and perfect (complete, not lacking 
anything, nothing is overlooked). 



 God saved us to transform us. 

 The will, the mind, and the body are 
intrinsically linked. 
 Our bodies perform acts of righteousness 

or sin 
 based on our will 
 but that will is controlled by the content or 

focus of the mind 

 Dedication leads to discernment and 
discernment to delight in God’s will. 



 Don’t be a conformist 
 God is not looking for conformists but 

non-conformists 

 Jesus would never have been accused of 
being a conformist 





 Don’t be a conformist 
 God is not looking for conformists but non-

conformists 
 Jesus would never have been accused of 

being a conformist 
  Renew your mind / Renovate your mind 
 Think of remodeling 
 Remove and replace 

 2 Timothy 2:22 So flee youthful passions 
and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart. (ESV) 



 Dedication, Transformation, Renewal. 

 When you look back in 6 months, 1 year, 
5 years, 10 years, what do you hope to 
see?  A different person?  A different 
situation? 



  Questions 
 How does Paul define true humility? 

 Why is it hard to find the proper balance? 



 True Humility 
 Notice the balance 
 Not thinking too high 

 But thinking correctly 

 Sober judgment—objectively 



 Humility is the ability to acknowledge 
the “true me”—what God has created 
me to be, with strengths. But it does 
not: 
 ignore the presence of one’s weaknesses 

 amplify and proclaim one’s strengths 

 

 Why is this difficult? 



 12:4-5 Right thinking about others 
 Unity 
 Diversity 
 Mutual belonging  
 

 We are not independent but 
interdependent on other members of the 
body of Christ.   

 We were saved to be part of a body, not 
individual members. 



 12:6-8 Right thinking about grace-gifts 
 The utilization of gifts 

  Gifts: 
 The emphasis on this term is more on the graciousness 

of the gift than on the specificity of the gift. 
 Gifts (χαρίσματα charismata)—God-given grace for 

ministry. 

 Most people emphasize the “ability” where Paul 
seems to emphasize the ministry. 

 So rather than call them spiritual gifts or divine 
abilities, they should be divinely-given ministries. 

 God-given ministry to accomplish for the benefit 
the body of Christ. 



 God desires that those who are being 
consecrated to Him in order to be transformed 
by the renewing of their minds think correctly 
about themselves and others, so that we 
realize the interconnectedness and 
interdependence that God has designed. 

 For the church body to fulfill what God 
desires, each individual must think correctly—
humbly and sensibly about themselves and 
their role in the body.   

 Each member has been given a ministry to 
accomplish for the benefit of the body. 



 What difference does our church make?  

 What if everyone (all believers) 
attended a church like Calvary—what 
the world be different? 
 Better? 

 Worse? 



 Honor God at all times through a life 
transformed by correct thinking that leads to 
correct living—living out God’s will. 
 

 Act on it 
 How is your thinking being influenced by the 

world? What must you do to “be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind?” 

 How are you thinking rightly and wrongly about 
your strengths and weaknesses? 

 How are you ministering to the body? 



 June 8 Romans 12:9-21 




