
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Preview       Romans 6-8  



Review 

 Wonder of our salvation  
 The totality with which God provides 

salvation to those who are sinners (1:18-3:21; 
5:8), ungodly (5:6); enemies (5:10) by nature 
condemned (5:12-21) solely on the basis of 
Christ’s cross work of justification, 
redemption and propitiation (3:21-31) 
provided by simple faith (chapter 4) allowing 
us to have assurance of our reconciliation 
with God (5:1-11)—therefore we should seek 
to honor God with our lives. 



Review 

 Salvation is the work of God through 

Christ’s cross work accepted through: 

 Faith alone (4) 

 with great benefits (5:1-11) 

 for a needy people (1:18-3:20; 5:12-21) 



Sanctification 

In light of Romans 1-5 

How do we live for Him? 

What interferes with my obedience to Him? 

What must I do?  What can I not do? 

What help does He provide? 

Romans 6-8 is critical to our 

understanding of the nature, problems 

and power for sanctification. 



Introduction 

So how do we respond the “so great a 

salvation”? 

What “wrong” approaches have you 

seen to spiritual formation? 

What are they and why are they wrong? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

Describe the “right” approach.   

What do you think the right approach 

is? 

Talk about it 



Wrong Approaches 

External Focus  

Behavioral Change—Managing sin 

Emotionalism—Feeling “good” or feeling 

“bad” 
Consumerism  

 {no name} emotionalism addition 

Internal Focus 
 



The Problem of Sin 

God is the standard, so sin is: 
Missing the Mark, Falling Short of God’s holiness 

Lawlessness 

Deviating or turning aside 

Understanding that our relationship with God 

is not only vertical but also horizontal: 
“Sin [is], not only the obvious violations of biblical 

principles but the subtle violations of Christ’s 

commandment to love.” (Larry Crabb)  



a Process 

If sin is the barrier to the goal of Christ-

likeness, how do we overcome sin? 

Functional legalism 

Time 

Sin Sin Sin Sin Sin 



“Managing Sin” 

Time 

Sin Sin Sin Sin Sin 



“Managed by the Spirit” 

Holy 

God 

Repel sin 

Repel sin 

Repel sin 



1 John 1 

5 This is the message we have heard from him  
 and proclaim to you,  
  that God is light,  
   and in him is no darkness at all.  
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1 John 1 

6 If we say we have fellowship with him  
   while we walk in darkness,  
       we lie and do not practice the truth.  
7   But if we walk in the light,  
     as he is in the light,  
      we have fellowship with one another,  
      and the blood of Jesus his Son  
         cleanses us from all sin.  
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8 If we say we have no sin,  
        we deceive ourselves,  
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9   If we confess our sins,  
     he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
     and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
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1 John 1-2 

10 If we say we have not sinned,  
        we make him a liar,  
        and his word is not in us.  
1   My little children,  
   I am writing these things to you  
    so that you may not sin.  
      But if anyone does sin,  
        we have an advocate with the Father,  
        Jesus Christ the righteous.  
2          He is the propitiation for our sins,  
          and not for ours only  
          but also for the sins  
          of the whole world. (ESV) 
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Intimacy with God 

The closer we draw to God, the closer he 

draws to us 

we are confronted with His holiness and 

purity causing us to feel less holy and impure 

driving us to sense the need for 

empowerment by the Spirit to do what only 

He can do—transform our lives 



Intimacy with God 

 This includes greater appreciation of 

grace and mercy 

 which in turn lead to our demonstration 

of greater grace and mercy as we live in 

community 



Application 

Pay close attention to what you look at 

Give greater thought to the consequences of 

sin rather than to its pleasures 

Begin each day by renewing your sense of 

reverent fear for God 

Periodically during each day focus fully on 

Christ 

Chuck Swindoll 



Questions to begin this week with: 

Will I be depending on God today? 

Will I mourn over sin today? 

Will I be transformed by time in the 

Word? 



Next Week 

Romans 6:1-14 


