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Romans 4:1-25 



Introduction 

 What is the hardest thing you have 

worked for?   

 What was the greatest gift you have 

given?  

 What is the greatest non-spiritual gift 

you have received?   

 How did it feel to receive it?   

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 Do people value things they get for free 

or things they work for? 

 Why do people have trouble with things 

that are free? 

 How about Christians—are we satisfied 

with God’s gift or do we feel like we 

must still ―please‖ or work for God? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 List all the differences between a 

paycheck and a gift?   

Talk about it 





Introduction 

 ―man is incurably addicted to doing 

something for his own salvation, and, 

therefore, it is most difficult for him to 

accept the doctrine of pure grace.‖ 

Donald Gray Barnhouse 



The Clash of the World Views 

The World 

 Anything worth 

having is worth 

working for 

 Nobody gets 

something for 

nothing 

 Don’t trust anyone 

The Gospel 

 Can not be obtained 

by work 

 

 Greatest gift—free 

 

 Trust God 

completely  



Preview 

Paul has two main concerns: 
The inclusion of the Gentiles in the plan of 

salvation 

The exclusion of works as a means of 
salvation 

Or stated another way 
Paul is explaining, defending and 

illustrating the inclusion of the Gentiles in 
God’s plan of salvation and the basis of 
their faith. 



Thesis Stated 

The Question of Abraham’s Justification

 4:1-3  

Foundational Question 4:1 

Hypothetical Outcome–boasting  4:2 

Scriptural (Historical) Support 4:3 

Abraham justified apart from works 

 



How Abraham was not justified 4:4-16 

Justification is apart from the Works 4:4-8 
Proof from logic: wages and gifts 4:4-5 
Proof from illustration: David 4:6-8 

Justification is apart from Circumcision 
4:9-12 
Because of its time: prior 4:9-10 
Because of its intent: a seal 4:11a 
Because of its divine purpose: father of all 

who believe 4:11b-12 



How Abraham was not justified 4:4-16 

Justification is apart from the Works 4:4-8 
Justification is apart from Circumcision 

4:9-12 
Justification is apart from the Mosaic Law 

4:13-16 
Statement: inheritance of promise acquired by 

faith 4:13 
Reason: inheritance acquired by law nullifies 

faith and promises 4:14-15 
Conclusion: inheritance by faith makes the 

promise certain 4:16 



How Abraham was Justified 4:17-22 

Object of Abraham’s Faith 4:17 
Obstacles to Abraham’s faith overcome 

4:18-22 
Negatively: Abraham believed despite human 

disabilities 4:18-19 
Positively:  Abraham believe in God’s Ability

 4:20-21 
Outcome of Abraham’s faith  4:22 



Application of Abraham’s justification 

to believers 4:23-25 

Abraham’s means of justification not 

exclusive 4:23 

Justification for all who believe 4:24-25 

Justification is provided for by Christ’s 

cross-work 4:24-25 

 

Faith alone saves because it has as its sole 

object Christ. (Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 500.) 



Saving Faith 

Basis of Salvation 
Always Death of Christ 

Requirement for Salvation 
Always Faith 

Object of Faith 
Always God 

Content of Faith 
Always Promise of God 

Promise of God 
Different: progressive age to age 



Saving Faith 

The Object of faith—God  4:24 

The Basis of Salvation—Jesus  4:25 

The Requirement for Salvation—Faith
 4:24 

The Content of our Faith—the cross 
work of Christ (death and resurrection) 
4:25 

The Promise of Blessing of Salvation—
Justification 4:25 



Saving Faith 

The Elements of Biblical Faith 

Knowledge [Content] (Notitia) 
 the truth that is to be accepted 

Intellectual Assent (Assensus) 
conviction of the truthfulness of biblical 

propositions 

Volitional Element of Faith (Fiducia) 
exercise of the will 



Saving Faith 

 That faith, therefore, which is 

connected with salvation, includes 

 knowledge, that is a perception of the 

truth and its qualities; 

 assent, or the persuasion of the truth of 

the object of faith; 

 trust or reliance (an exercise of the will). 



Saving Faith 

The Elements of Biblical Faith 
The exercise, or state of mind expressed by the 

word faith, as used in the Scriptures, is not mere 

assent, or mere trust; it is the intelligent 

perception, reception, and reliance on the truth, 

as revealed in the Gospel.  (Charles Hodge) 

True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s 

Word in spite of circumstances and 

consequences 



Summary 

 Salvation is completely the work of God 

in Jesus Christ on behalf of all mankind 

 It is obtained by all in the same manor—

by faith 



Application 

God is amazingly gracious 

Work on summarizing the gospel 
accurately, with correct emphasize and 
clarity  



Next Week 

 Romans 5:1 11  Great Passage 
 PBS sheets available see 

http://www.calvarychurch.org/274494.ihtml 


