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Introduction 

 Which of these pictures is more 

beautiful? 















Introduction 

 What is your favorite hymn? 

 Why 

 



Introduction 

 The turning point of Romans 
 Romans 3:21 
 Martin Luther claimed that this section 

was ―the chief point, and the very central 
place of the Epistle, and of the whole 
Bible‖ 

 Donald Grey Barnhouse ―I am convinced 
today, after these many years of Bible 
study, that these verses are the most 
important in the Bible.‖ 



Review 

 Key point from the first section—all have 
sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God—all 
are justly condemnable and separated from 
God because of  sin. 



Romans 3:21-25 
21 But now the righteousness of God  
    has been manifested apart from the law,  
     although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—  
22  the righteousness of God  
    through faith in Jesus Christ  
     for all who believe.  
      For there is no distinction:  
23      for all have sinned  
        and fall short of the glory of God,  
24       and are justified by his grace as a gift,  
         through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  
25         whom God put forward as a propitiation  
             by his blood,  
           to be received by faith.  
  This was to show God’s righteousness,  
   because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  
26   It was to show his righteousness at the present time,  
     so that he might be just  
      and the justifier  
        of the one who has faith in Jesus.  



Preview 

 The demonstration of God’s 
righteousness in the light of man 
sinfulness 



Romans 3:21 

21 But now the righteousness of God  

   has been manifested apart from the law,  

    although the Law and the Prophets 

      bear witness to it—  



Romans 3:22-25 
22 the righteousness of God  
   through faith in Jesus Christ  
    for all who believe.  
     For there is no distinction:  
23      for all have sinned  
        and fall short of the glory of God,  
24        and are justified by his grace as a gift,  
         through the redemption  
          that is in Christ Jesus,  
25           whom God put forward as a 
             propitiation by his blood,  
              to be received by faith.  

 justified  
redemption 

 propitiation 

 all  



Romans 3:24-25 

 Justification 

 

 
 

 Redemption 

 

 

 Propitiation 

Court room 
declare  

 forgiven 
 righteous 

 in Christ 

Market Place 
 purchased through 

exchange  

of Christ 

Temple 
 atoning sacrifice 

satisfying God’s holiness  

by Christ’s blood 



Romans 3:21-25 
25 
  This was to show God’s righteousness,  
    because in his divine forbearance 
          he had passed over former sins.  
26    It was to show his righteousness  
         at the present time,  
      so that he might be just  
        and the justifier  
         of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

 justifier  



The Promise Applied 

It is God who justifies on the 

basis of what Christ did received 

through faith 



Romans 3:27-31 
27 Then what becomes of our boasting?  
   It is excluded.  
   By what kind of law?  
  By a law of works?  
   No, but by the law of faith.  
28 For we hold that one is justified by faith  
  apart from works of the law.  
29 Or is God the God of Jews only?  
  Is he not the God of Gentiles also?  
   Yes, of Gentiles also,  
30   since God is one.  
    He will justify  
     the circumcised by faith  
     and the uncircumcised through faith.  
31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith?  
  By no means!  
  On the contrary, we uphold the law. (ESV)  

 justified  

 justify  



Summary 
God has revealed His righteousness 

but mankind has rejected it and they find themselves 
enslaved to sin 

―But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested. . .‖ 
 in Jesus Christ 
 through faith 
 for all who believe 

It is a gift of God’s grace which  
 justifies and redeems man and satisfies  
God’s righteousness 
man can claim no personal accomplishment—it’s all 

of God 



Summary 

 A right relationship with God—a 

righteous God—is only made possible 

by the substitutionary death of Christ to 

pay for our sins. 



Amazing truth 

 Justification is the means by which we 

can have intimate access to the Father 

– a relationship we don’t deserve 

 But He did not only deal with past sins 

 His sacrifice is what justifies me now—

even though I am still not perfect 



WOW 

Ponder the achievement of God.  

He doesn’t condone our sin, nor does he 
compromise his standard.  

He doesn’t ignore our rebellion, nor does he relax 
his demands. 

Rather than dismiss our sin, he assumes our sin 
and, incredibly, sentences himself.  

God’s holiness is honored. Our sin is punished . . . 
and we are redeemed.  

God does what we cannot do so we can be what 
we dare not dream: perfect before God. 

Max Lucado, In the Grip of Grace 



Amazing truth 

 God is still God. 

 The wages of sin is still death.  

 And we are made perfect.  



Accomplishment of Justification 
(Romans 3:21-26) 

 The Plan: Centered in Christ, apart from law (all legal 
approaches), as prophesied by the Old Testament 
prophets (3:21) 

 The Prerequisite: Salvation is provided through (not 
because of) faith in Jesus Christ (3:22) 

 The Price: The blood, the death of Christ (3:24-25) 

 The Position: The believer is placed in Christ. 
 The Pronouncement: Pronounced just and no one 

can lay anything to the charge of the elect (3:26) 
Charles Ryrie 

 The Proof of Justification: The ascension and 
resurrection of Christ (4:25; John 16:10) and Personal 
purity (6:7) 

 One result is peace with God (5:1). 



Accomplishment of Justification 
(Romans 3:21-26) 

Worship 
which should include 

Obedience 

Sharing 

These truths are too awesome to keep to 

ourselves 

Defend 

These truths are too critical to not think 

deeply on them and defend them 



Next Week 

 Romans 4:1 25 
 PBS sheets available see 

http://www.calvarychurch.org/264487.ihtml 


