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Introduction 

 What do you fear most?   

 What does your fear produce?   

 Why do you fear?   

 When do we encounter fear? 



Review 

 The Gospel, the power of  God for Salvation 
reveals God’s righteousness—by means of  
showing man’s need 

 God’s wrath is on all who suppress the 
knowledge of  Him and replace it with 
idolatry, immorality and any sin.  

 This judgment is true of  Jews as well as 
Gentiles. God is impartial in judging all 
based on their works not heritage, religious 
rights or religious rites (rituals), no one is 
immune from judgment for God is just. 



Preview 

 Paul draws the first section to a close 
explaining not only that all human 
beings are sinners, but why they are 
and what they end will be, if God does 
not do something about it.  

 These are not new ideas, Paul lists a 
number of Old Testament texts to show 
that God had made these points long 
ago (3:10-18). 



The Charge 

 The Charge: “under sin”  

 it means more than “to be a sinner’” 

 it means to be a helpless slave to the power of sin  

9 What then?  

 Are we Jews any better off?  

  No, not at all.  

   For we have already charged that all,  

     both Jews and Greeks,  

    are under sin,  

 

What then? 

 all  

under 



10     as it is written:  
      “None is righteous,  
        no, not one;  
11        no one understands;  
        no one seeks for God.  
12     All have turned aside;  
        together they have become worthless;  
        no one does good,  
        not even one.”  
13       “Their throat is an open grave;  
        they use their tongues to deceive.”  
        “The venom of asps is under their lips.”  
14        “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”  
15      “Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
16        in their paths are ruin and misery,  
17        and the way of peace they have not known.”  
18      “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
 

 All  

There is  
The Proof: Scripture 

The extent of  
sin:  universal  

Hurtful speech 

Violent actions  



Romans 3:10-18 

The Proof:  Scripture 

The extent of sin: Universal 3:10-12 

The nature of sin: Total depravity 3:13-17 

The source of sin: No fear of God 3:18 



“No Fear of God” 

Climax: Cause 

Group Assignment: define the fear of 

God 

Proverbs 1:7; 9:10  

Job 28:28  

Deuteronomy 6:1-2, 5, 13-19 

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7; 12:13-14  

2 Corinthians 7:1  

Revelation 14:7 

 



The Fear of God 

Fear of God is not just reverential awe or 

respect, but fear—an acknowledgment that 

God is in total control and I am not.  

Fear of God acknowledges the character of 

God and His right to judge.  It provides 

motivation to run from sin and to God.   

An absence of fear of the Lord through out 

the Bible leads to an absence of obedience. 



The Fear of God 

The Fear of the Lord is not a fear of 
condemnation or loss of salvation (Romans 
8:1; 1 John 4:15-21), but a healthy 
understanding of the character of God and 
His justice.   
Fear of discipline for sin  
Fear of loss of reward for not doing the right 

thing with the right attitude  
Fear of not bringing glory to God 

Our fear of the Lord should motivate us to 
obedience and to avoid potential 
judgment/discipline. 



The Application 

 The Application: All are Accountable 
 Jews under the law—sinners accountable to God 
 And if Jews—all are accountable to God 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says  

  it speaks to those who are under the law,  

   so that every mouth may be stopped,  

    and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  

20     For by works of the law  

       no human being will be justified in his sight,  

        since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (ESV) 

 

under 



Summary 

 The major problem of mankind is not: 
 Lack of knowledge (ignorance) 
 Lack of wealth or opportunity (oppression) 
 Lack of justice (inequity) 

 The major problem of mankind is: 
 enslavement to sin 
 addiction to sin 

 Result—we are unable, no matter our 
effort, knowledge, wealth or position to 
break free from sin 



Application 

How is the reality of depravity still an 
issue for believers? 

How is the acknowledgement of our 
enslavement to sin 
Helpful 

I understand effort, position or comparison 
won’t help 

Hurtful 
I understand this is not the way it should be and 

my sin is against God 

Harmful 
If I don’t acknowledge my sinfulness God can’t 

help me 



Next Week 

 Interlude: Romans 1:1 3:20 
 PBS sheets available see 

http://www.calvarychurch.org/264487.ihtml 



Overview—Romans 1:18—3:20 

 1:18-32 2:1-16 2:17—3:8 3:9-20 

Who is Paul 
addressing? 

Pagan Moralist Jew World (everyone) 

How do they 
relate to God? 

Disregard God Try to distract God 
Brag about 
relationship 

No one seeks God 

What is their 
problem? 

Knowingly reject 
God 
Idolatry / Immorality 

Judgmental 
Self-righteousness 
hypocrisy 

Sin 

Favorite 
Phrase? 

Live it up Straighten up You get to work 
(Cursing and 
Bitterness) 

Goal? 
Satisfy own 
passions 

Monitor their 
neighbor 

Measure their merit Autonomy 

View of Sin? No one is guilty 
They are guilty, not 
me 

Privileged, not 
guilty 
I’m guilty but 
privileged overcome 

No regard (no fear) 

Boundaries? If it feels go, do it. 
If they feel good, 
note it. 

If it feels good, stop 
it. 

None 

Paul’s 
Judgment? 

You have no 
excuse for the 
things you do 

You have no 
authority for the 
judgments you 
make 

You have no 
solution for the 
problem you have 

You have no hope 
in yourself 

Key Verse 1:24 2:1 
2:23 
4:5 

3:9-11 

Summary Condemnation:  The Universal Need for God’s Righteousness 
 


