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Introduction 

 What is your favorite TV show? 

 Reality TV? 

 Immunity 

 Court System 

 Monopoly—“Get out of jail free” 



Introduction 

 What would you like immunity from? 

 Is the Christian life inherently a life 

lived with immunity? 

 



Review 

 Theme:  The transforming power of 
the righteousness of God 

 Need for Salvation:  Sin 
 Willing rejection of  God and what He has 

revealed about Himself  has lead to 
condemned—under the wrath of  God 

 Judgmentalness of  the Jews, who would 
condemn the sinfulness of  Gentiles but make 
excuses or diminish their own sinfulness—God 
is a righteous and judges everyone impartially 
according to their works not their heredity. 



Review 

 Judgmentalness of  the Jews who condemn the 
sinfulness of  Gentiles but make excuses for their 
sinfulness—God is righteous and judges 
everyone impartially according to their works not 
their heredity. 

 Paul addressed the two major distinctives of  the 
Jew:  The Law and circumcision.  
 External possession of  religious rights is not enough 

to ensure a relationship with God—but it is enough to 
dishonor God. What God desired was not just external 
physical rites but inward reality. 

 Key Point: External practice of  religious rites is not 
enough to ensure a relationship with God.  Internal 
change results in praise from God.  



Preview 
 

The Jew Condemned 

Section 2:17 2:24 2:25 2:29 3:1 3:8 
Condemnation 

For 
Hypocrisy Ritualism  

Jewish 

Distinctives 
Law Circumcision  

Response Disobedience External not Internal  

Result Dishonor 

God 

God regards 

uncircumcised law 

keeper higher than 

circumcised 

lawbreaker—and 

praises them 

 

The Condemnation is Absolute 
 



1 Then what advantage has the Jew?  
 Or what is the value of circumcision?  
2   Much in every way.  
   To begin with,  
    the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.  
3  What if some were unfaithful?  
  Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?  
4    By no means!  
    Let God be true though every one were a liar,  
     as it is written,  
      “That you may be justified in your words,  
      and prevail when you are judged.”  

oracles of God 

Then 

 unfaithful  

be true 

faithfulness of God  faithlessness  



Romans 3:1-4 

3:1-2 First objection: “Then what advantage 
has the Jew?” 
“Much in every way”  
Balancing two truths 

3:3-4 Second Objection  
Does Jewish unbelief nullify God’s faithfulness? 

 The point—Their lack of proper behavior was evidence 
of lack of belief.  

Answer:  God is faithful 
 If the Jew does not believe God’s promises, or God’s 

faithfulness to His promises, does that mean that God 
is not faithful.  No.  God is faithful regardless of 
whether men believe, trust Him or not. 



Romans 3:1-4 

God’s Character 

This structure and the use of terms helps 

Paul make the point that God’s faithfulness 

is supported by the fact that He is true (v 

4), righteous (v 5) and truthful (v 7). 

Main point:  God is faithful to His Word 

in both saving and judging. 



5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God,  
  what shall we say?  
  That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us?  
      (I speak in a human way.)  
6    By no means!  
    For then how could God judge the world?  
7  But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to his glory,  
  why am I still being condemned as a sinner?  
8   And why not do evil that good may come? 
      —as some people slanderously charge us with saying.  
    Their condemnation is just. (ESV) 

But 

my lie God’s truth 

righteousness of God 

unrighteous 

But 



Romans 3:1-4 

Third objection 

Question:  If the sin of Jews shows God’s 

righteousness, wouldn’t His 

judgment/wrath be unrighteous? 3:5 

Answer:  That would prevent God from 

judging anyone 3:6 



Romans 3:1-4 

Fourth objection 

Question:  If the sin of Jews enhances 

God’s glory, why should God condemn 

them? And why not do more evil? 3:7-8a 

Answer: Too absurd to answer, Paul never 

taught that 3:8b 



Preview 
 

The Jew Condemned 

Section 2:17 2:24 2:25 2:29 3:1 3:8 
Condemnation 

For 
Hypocrisy Ritualism Unbelief / 

Unfaithfulness 
Jewish 

Distinctives 
Law Circumcision Word of God 

Response Disobedience External not Internal Took them for 

granted 

Result Dishonor 

God 

God regards 

uncircumcised law 

keeper higher than 

circumcised 

lawbreaker—and 

praises them 

Condemnation 

Deserved 

 

The Condemnation is Absolute 
 



Application 

 Are there areas in which we could be 

accused of doing something similar—

of only taking partial truth? 

 

 What about eternal security/assurance 

and obedience? 

 How is it, that eternal security can be a 

promise and obedience a requirement? 



Application 

 Is teaching grace dangerous?  

 Should we balance our teaching about 

grace so that people won’t take it for 

granted? 

 Should we simple teach more on grace so 

that people are amazed by grace and are 

motivate to godliness through it? 



Application 

 God’ is righteous and just in giving 

salvation as well as in judging sinners. 

 Don’t use one truth of Scripture to seek 

immunity from another truth of 

Scripture 



Next Week 

 Romans 2:17-29 

 PBS sheets available see 
http://www.calvarychurch.org/264487.ihtml 


