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God 



Introduction 

 Complaints about speeders 

 On Rt 30 or 222, how much faster than 

the speed limit do you drive? 

 5 miles 

 10 miles 

 15 miles 

 Our assumption? 

 



Review 

 Paul introduced himself, his message and 

motivation along with his desire to visit the 

Roman Christians 

 He revealed his theme: the power of God for 

salvation revealing the righteousness of God 

 Paul then turned to why this salvation is 

needed 
 Willing rejection of God and what He has 

revealed about Himself has lead to 

condemned—under the wrath of God  



5 Rules of Bible Study to 
Remember 

 Rules 1-3 
 Context, Context, Context 
 Context Rules! 

 Rule 4 We can’t make a text mean 
something it never meant 
 A text can’t mean what it never meant–don’t 

read into a text 

 Rule 5  Understand the difference between 
descriptive and prescriptive narratives 
 We often must seek to understand the principle 

behind a passage or promise to understand how 
it applies to us 





Preview 

 What sin is Paul trying to expose in the 
readers?   

 Which group within the church is he 
addressing specifically? 

 Looking over the passage—what is the 
primary topic? 



1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man,  
  every one of you who judges.  
  For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself,  
  because you, the judge, practice the very same things.  
2   We know that the judgment of God rightly falls  
         on those who do such things.  
3   Do you suppose, O man— 
    you who judge those who do such things  
    and yet do them yourself— 
   that you will escape the judgment of God?  
4   Or do you presume on  the riches of his  
   kindness and forbearance and patience,  
    not knowing that God’s kindness  
      is meant to lead you to repentance?  

God’s kindness 

judgment of God 

 Do you suppose  

judgment of God 
 do you presume  

Therefore 



What are the standards God uses 

for judging people? 

 God’s judgment is righteous based on 

the reality of the situation 2:1-4 

 Truth based on reality 

 



5   But because of your hard and impenitent heart  
   you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath  
    when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.  
6      He will render to each one according to his works:  
7        to those who by patience in well-doing  
        seek for glory and honor and immortality,  
         he will give eternal life;  
8        but for those who are self-seeking  
        and do not obey the truth,  
        but obey unrighteousness,  
         there will be wrath and fury.  
9  There will be tribulation and distress for every human being  
   who does evil,  
    the Jew first and also the Greek,  
10  but glory and honor and peace  
   for everyone who does good,  
    the Jew first and also the Greek.  
11  For God shows no partiality.  God shows no partiality 

 day of wrath  
God’s righteous judgment 

but 

But 



What are the standards God uses 

for judging people? 

 God’s judgment is righteous based on 

the reality of the situation 2:1-4 

 Truth based on reality 

 God’s judgment is impartiality based 

on man’s works  2:5-11 



Summary 

 All need the gospel 
 regardless of heredity 
 because all sin 
 some are self-righteous  

 (focal point in this section, particularly Jewish 
self-righteousness) 

 but their own works reveal the condition 
of their hearts 

 God judges all impartially based on 
works—and nothing goes unseen  



Judgment According to Works 
Romans 2:6-8 

 

Person Rule of Life Object of Life Reward 

Righteous 2:7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Unrighteous 2:8  

 

  



Judgment According to Works 
Romans 2:6-8 

 

Person Rule of Life Object of Life Reward 

Righteous 2:7 
Persevere in 

good works 

 

 

 

 

Unrighteous 2:8 Selfish 

ambitions 

  



Judgment According to Works 
Romans 2:6-8 

 

Person Rule of Life Object of Life Reward 

Righteous 2:7 
Persevere in 

good works 

 Glory 

Seek Honor  

 Immortality 

 

Unrighteous 2:8 Selfish 

ambitions 

Disobey truth 

Obey unrighteousness 

 



Judgment According to Works 
Romans 2:6-8 

 

Person Rule of Life Object of Life Reward 

Righteous 2:7 
Persevere in 

good works 

 Glory 

Seek Honor  

 Immortality 

Eternal Life 

Unrighteous 2:8 Selfish 

ambitions 

Disobey truth 

Obey unrighteousness 

Wrath 

Anger 



Does God give eternal life  

based on works? 

 The main reason Paul introduced the 
issue of repayment/rewards according 
to works is to show the Jews that God is 
impartial, that there will be no special 
favoritism for them  

 Paul’s primary purpose is to argue that 
Jews who lack good works will not 
escape judgment, they are not exempt 
from the principle of retribution 
according to works 



12 For  
  all who have sinned without the law  
   will also perish without the law,  
  and all who have sinned under the law  
   will be judged by the law.  
13 For it is not the hearers of the law  
  who are righteous before God,  
   but the doers of the law who will be justified.  
14 For when Gentiles,  
   who do not have the law,  
    by nature do what the law requires,  
  they are a law to themselves,  
   even though they do not have the law.  
15    They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts,  
     while their conscience also bears witness,  
      and their conflicting thoughts  
       accuse  
       or even excuse them  
16        on that day when,  
          according to my gospel,  
         God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. (ESV) God judges 

For 

 on that day  



What are the standards God uses 

for judging people? 

 God’s judgment is righteous based on 
the reality of the situation 2:1-4 
 Truth based on reality 

 God’s judgment is impartiality based 
on man’s works  2:5-11 

 God’s judgment is based on the God’s 
revelation of His will  2:12-16 
 Jesus Christ 

 



Summary 

 The Jews, became like Gentiles by 

doing ―the same things‖ and are 

subject to God’s wrath (vv. 1 – 5).  

Blessings requires more than heritage it 

required obedience.  

 



Application 

 Are there areas in which we become 

judgmental? 

 How do you see God’s kindness 

leading to repentance? 

 



Overview—Romans 1:18—3:20 

 1:18-32 2:1-16 2:17—3:8 3:9-20 

Who is Paul 
addressing? 

Pagan    

How do they 
relate to God? 

Disregard God    

What is their 
problem? 

Knowingly reject 
God 
Idolatry / Immorality 

   

Favorite 
Phrase? 

Live it up    

Goal? 
Satisfy own 
passions 

   

View of Sin? No one is guilty    

Boundaries? If it feels go, do it.    

Paul’s 
Judgment? 

You have no 
excuse for the 
things you do 

   

Key Verse 1:24    

Summary Condemnation:  The Universal Need for God’s Righteousness 
 



Overview—Romans 1:18—3:20 

 1:18-32 2:1-16 2:17—3:8 3:9-20 

Who is Paul 

addressing? 
Pagan Moralist   

How do they 

relate to God? 
Disregard God 

Try to distract 

God 
  

What is their 

problem? 

Knowingly reject 

God 

Idolatry / 

Immorality 

Judgmental   

Favorite Phrase? Live it up Straighten up   

Goal? 
Satisfy own 

passions 

Monitor their 

neighbor 
  

View of Sin? No one is guilty 
They are guilty, 

not me 
  

Boundaries? 
If it feels good, do 

it. 

If they feel good, 

note it. 
  

Paul’s Judgment? 

You have no 

excuse for the 

things you do 

You have no 

authority for the 

judgments you 

make 

  

Key Verse 1:24 2:1   

Summary Condemnation:  The Universal Need for God’s Righteousness 
 



Application 

 Do we practice evil or are we too 

comfortable with sin—believing God 

won’t discipline us? 

 Have we become too comfortable with 

sin in our own life (anger, lust, 

covetousness) but harsh towards others 

sins (drinking, dress, movies, etc.)? 

 



Next Week 

 Romans 2:17-29 

 PBS sheets available see 
http://www.calvarychurch.org/264487.ihtml 


