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Romans: The Transforming Power of the Righteousness of God
Mark Your Observations

Record Observations & Questions

Romans 11:1-10
1 I ask, then,
has God rejected his people?
By no means!
For I myself am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham,
a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah,
how he appeals to God against Israel?
3
“Lord,
they have killed your prophets,
they have demolished your altars,
and I alone am left,
and they seek my life.”
4
But what is God’s reply to him?
“I have kept for myself seven thousand men
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”

Repeated
Alike
Different
Accentuated
Related
Think Context!

5 So too at the present time there is a remnant,
chosen by grace.
6 But if it is by grace,
it is no longer on the basis of works;
otherwise grace would no longer be grace.
7 What then?
Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking.
The elect obtained it,
but the rest were hardened,
8
as it is written,
“God gave them
a spirit of stupor,
eyes that would not see
and ears that would not hear,
down to this very day.”
9
And David says,
“Let their table become
a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
10
let their eyes be darkened
so that they cannot see,
and bend their backs forever.” (ESV)

Review
Paul took a side trip to talk about the equal access of Jews and Gentiles to the gospel. But this still
leaves the question of Israel as the ―people of God.‖ Has He rejected them?
Overview
Chapter 9 deals primarily with Israel’s PAST (as God’s chosen and privileged people).
Chapter 10 deals primarily with Israel’s PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to submit to God’s
gospel).
Chapter 11 deals primarily with Israel’s FUTURE (a nation which someday will be saved and which
will enjoy the fulfillment of the new covenant promises).
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Introduction

Talk about it

As we move into today’s passage—a question:
If you were ―defense exhibit 1‖, evidence for the reality of Christianity, what would you be an
exhibit/evidence of?

Think about it

11:1-10
God’s present dealing with Israel—preserving a remnant amid rebellion
Questions
As we go through this section, try to understand the primary reasons Paul uses himself as an
example—as evidence—of the faithfulness of God to His promise to Israel.
11:1-4
11:1-2 Paul, an illustration: the selection of a remnant by God
Paul—Defense Exhibit 1
So Paul is evidence of:
Mercy and grace in salvation rather than rejection
But also of God’s plan for Israel and His faithfulness to His Word
―Foreknew‖—(proginosko)– to know beforehand, choose beforehand (as in 8:29, the it is an aorist
active indicative–something viewed as having been done)
11:3-4 OT prophets as an illustration: the selection of a remnant by God
The Prophets—Defense Exhibit 2
Paul supports his premise with a quote from 1 Kings 19:10, 14, 18
The Point: the majority of Israelites in Elijah’s day, and by inference in Paul’s day, are far from God.
But God has preserved a remnant.
Summary
Even when we don’t see or understand the plan, God is at work.
11:5-6 God’s preservation of a remnant is by His gracious election, not works.
Can grace be over-taught? Over-emphasized?
Should we be careful in teaching grace?

Talk about it

11:7-10 To further illustrate his point, Paul will provide quotes from all three parts of the Hebrew canon:
the Law, the Prophets and the Writings—Isaiah 29:10, Deuteronomy 29:4 and Psalm 69:22-23

Summary

God is faithful to His promises but not blind to man’s condition.
God has a plan for Israel, a plan that is gracious to His chosen people.
His promised blessing on Israel as a nation does not indicate that all Israel will
be saved, only those graciously chosen.
What do we learn

About God?

Salvation is by grace; it is initiated by God.
The condition of man—sinful and rebellious against God—makes the provision of salvation even more
amazing.
Act on it

How can you be an exhibit of the grace of God? This week?
What are you doing to avoid wandering?

