
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 9:14-29 



Introduction 

 How do you deal with ―uncertainty‖ 

 Having to wait for a phone call 

 Having to wait to hear from a doctor 

about a test 

 Not knowing. . . .  

 How much ―uncertainty‖ can you live 

with? 

 How much ―certainty‖ is enough? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 Should we always seek absolute certainty?  
Is absolute certainty possible? 

 Should we or do we need to know all things 
with certainty?   
 If we don‘t know all truth (or most truth or 

even some truth) is it better to simply remain 
―agnostic‖ in relationship to anything that 
would divide Christians?   

 How do we deal with uncertainty in areas 
of doctrine? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 Is it okay to question God?  

 To question why He does what He does? 

 Is it okay to have questions?   

 Is it okay to have doubts? 

 

Talk about it 



Review 

Having taught about the sinfulness 

of all men, the means of salvation 

and sanctification for all men 

Paul turns to the question 
 What is the place of the Israelites, God‘s 

chosen people? 

 Had God set them aside?   

 Paul‘s answer, ―God is faithful to His word, 

He has said some will be saved.‖ 



Preview 

Romans 9-11 

Romans 9 deals primarily with Israel‘s PAST 

(as God‘s chosen and privileged people). 

Romans 10 deals primarily with Israel‘s 

PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to 

submit to God‘s gospel).  

Romans 11 deals primarily with Israel‘s 

FUTURE (a nation which someday will be 

saved and which will enjoy the fulfillment of 

the new covenant promises). 



Preview 

If God had the right to choose between 

Jacob and Esau, does that mean God is 

unjust?   

And if He has the right to choose 

arbitrarily, does that mean men are not 

responsible for their decisions or actions?  

 

 



Observations as we read the text 

 As we read this section 

 Identify not only the questions Paul asks—

but the ―real question‖—the question you 

want to ask 

 Look for Paul‘s answers—do they satisfy? 

 Also 

 Identify the main character traits of God in 

this section 

 

 



Romans 9:14-18 

 First Question 

 Is there injustice on God‘s part?  

Or   

 Is God unfair? 

 Paul‘s Answer 

 By no means! 

 

 



Romans 9:14-18 
Answer: Illustrations from the Old Testament 

 Part 1:  What God said to Moses 

 Exodus 33 context 
 Exodus 32 golden calf idol 
 If God had simply acted out of justice, He 

would have wiped out all those who sinned. 
 But being faithful to His word, that they 

would be with His people, God has mercy 
on them. 

 Explanation 
 Salvation is not a matter of human effort or 

will, but of God‘s mercy. 

 



Romans 9:14-18 
Answer: Illustrations from the Old Testament 

 Part 1:  What God said to Moses 

Result: positive 
 the demonstration of God‘s mercy 

What truth can be drawn? 
 God‘s actions can only be judged based on 

what God has revealed about His character. 

 



Romans 9:14-18 
Answer: Illustrations from the Old Testament 

 Part 2:  What God said about Pharaoh 

 Context of Exodus 9:16 
 The section begins (Exodus 7:1-7) with the 

statement that God would harden Pharaoh for the 
purpose of showing to Egypt who He is and that it 
is He who would get credit for redeeming Israel. 

 Explanation 
 Paul seems to actually make the problem worse 
 No answer to the ―fairness‖ question  
 Highlighted God‘s freedom to act according to His 

character.   
 Paul seems to point out that God can use people as 

He wishes to accomplish His purpose. 

 



Romans 9:14-18 

 Part 2:  What God said to Pharaoh 

Result: negative—the demonstration 

of God‘s total control 
 But is that Paul‘s point?  

 Last part states God‘s purpose 

 God‘s purpose—the proclamation of His 

name, or here perhaps of His fame through 

His powerful deliverance of His people 

from Egypt. 

 



Romans 9:14-18 

 Part 2:  What God said to Pharaoh 

What truth can be drawn? 
 Theological tension (antinomy) seems to be 

inherent. 

 God tells us He will allow those who 

diligently seek for Him to find Him, but 

that at times He will not allow Himself to 

be found. 

 The longer He waits (for people to sin) the 

more obvious His judgment becomes 

 

 



Summary 

Romans 9:14-18 

 Application? 

 At this point in his teaching, rather than 

having a clear application, we are 

naturally left with questions 

 



Romans 9:19-23 Introduction 

 From what we have seen so far, is it okay 

to question God?  

 In these matters where we have trouble 

reconciling what God reveals about Himself  
 love and wrath 

 love and suffering 

 justice and sovereignty 

 is it okay to ask why?  

 Are we simply faced with mysteries beyond 

our comprehension?   



Romans 9:19-23 Introduction 

 Should we simply stop trying to 

understand?   

 Will trying to understand these truths 

strengthen or weaken our faith? 

 How can we seek to understand these 

difficulties without creating dissention or 

disunity in the larger church body? 



Romans 9:19-23 Introduction 

 What is the next question you would 

want to ask Paul? 

 Since what you are say (still sounds 

unfair) then how can God hold anyone 

responsible for what He decides? 



Romans 9:19 

 Second question 

 ―Why does he still find fault? For who can 

resist his will?‖ (ESV) 

 Or   

 How can man be responsible for rejecting 

God, if it is God who determines who will 

choose God? 



Roman 9:20-21 

 Paul‘s Answer—he gives no answer 
 Rather than providing an answer to the 

question, he seems to respond to the 

motivation for the question.   

 He challenges man‘s right to judge God‘s 

motives. 

 Objections 

 A challenge to the motives of God 

 The challenge of fatalism 



Roman 9:22-23 

 Explanation—through rhetorical 

questions 

 Question turned into a statement 

 God‘s judgment will vindicate His 

righteousness, His justice. 

 For the believer, the extension of the 

mercy of God all the way to glory, in 

contrast to those destined for destruction, 

is truly a revelation of God‘s immense 

undeserved/unmerited mercy. 

 



Roman 9:22-23 

 Summary 

 When do you understand what mercy 

is? 

 With the backdrop of justice—deserved 

wrath 

 When we understand and expect 

punishment and we don‘t receive it—

we understand mercy 

 



Roman 9:24-29 

 9:24 Topic Sentence 

 Since salvation is a matter of God‘s mercy, 

and since God has a right to demonstrate 

mercy to whomever He chooses, it is 

understandable that God has shown 

mercy not only to Israel but to Gentiles. 

 9:25-26 God‘s plan to save Gentiles 

 God‘s plan all along 

 

 



Roman 9:24-29 

 9:27-29 God‘s plan to save some Jews 

 A calling of the remnant of Israel, a 

demonstration of God‘s mercy and 

faithfulness 

 

 

 



Summary 

 Salvation is available to all 

 God doesn‘t show favoritism when 

offering salvation, not even to His 

chosen people Israel 

 God always fulfills His plan 

 



Implications 

 It is significant that Paul here offers no ‗logical‘ 
explanation for the compatibility of God‘s 
sovereignty with the equally biblical teaching 
that God is scrupulously fair and that human 
beings are justifiably blameworthy for their 
actions. We would do well to follow his 
approach: to affirm the truth of these great 
biblical doctrines without eliminating or 
weakening one or the other through an 
insistence on an exhaustive explanation. This 
is a point at which, with Paul (cf. 11:33–36), we 
should be prepared to recognize a mystery 
beyond our comprehension.  

D. A. Carson, New Bible Commentary 



What do we learn about God? 

 God‘s actions are just, even when we 

don‘t understand them. 

 God doesn‘t always explain Himself 

 God doesn‘t have to explain Himself 

 God is free to act as He chooses and He 

has chosen to act in accordance with His 

character which means He is always 

faithful to accomplish what He has said 

and He is merciful in His interaction with 

mankind. 

 



Application 

 How do we respond to a sovereign God 

Who is free to do as He pleases? 

 Submit 

 How do we respond to difficult teaching, 

perhaps even distasteful truth? 

 By our submission to the sovereign plan of 

God and by obedience.   

 Though God has a plan He involves us in 

the process. 



Application 

 We should continue to study God‘s 

Word, not as a means of simply gaining 

information or knowledge but to 

 encounter God;  

 to truly know who He is,  

 to continually grow in our understanding—

in spite of our limitations—of God‘s 

character and His plan. 



When we ask ―Why?‖ 

Why? 

God is . . . 

too kind to do anything cruel . . . 

too wise to make a mistake . . . 

too deep to explain Himself. 
From Charles R. Swindoll, Growing Strong in the Seasons of life 

 



So, Why? 

Is asking ―why‖ wrong?  

Why do we need to ask why? 

Is asking why an evidence of a lack of 

faith?  

 The answer to why, may not always be 

what we want. 

The answer to why, may not remove the 

pain. 

The answer to why, may not come at all. 

 



So, Why? 

The depth of pain, despair, lost, 

uncertainty, or even the feeling of 

abandonment are real. 

 The answer to why, may not always be 

what we want. 

The answer to why, may not remove the 

pain. 

The answer to why, may not come at all. 

 



So, Why? 

The answer to why, is Who. 

Who is God?  
Does He truly love me? Is He truly in 
control?  Is He powerful enough to help?  

Yes, He loved me with His Son.  

Yes, He controls my destiny and sees a much 
fuller picture.  

Yes, He is Almighty. 

 Would He withhold lesser things?  
Would He use me for a greater purpose? 

Will I trust Him? 

 



Next Week 

 Romans 9:31-10:21 


