
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 9:1-13 



Introduction 

 What would be the hardest thing for 

you to give up? 

 Car, House 

 Vacation, hobby 

 Family 

 What is the hardest thing for you to 

accept about God? 

 Why?  

Talk about it 



Review 

 In Romans 6 Paul taught us that, as a 

result of God’s grace through faith, we 

have freedom from sin’s controlling 

power.   

 In Romans 7 Paul reveals the internal 

struggle of those who seek by self-effort 

to live-up to their position in Christ. 



Review 

Romans 8 remember us that having 
been adopted into God’s family (8:12-17) 
and we are provided the presence of the 
indwelling Spirit to empower the 
transformation process (8:1-11) which 
might (will) take place in the presence of 
suffering 

God has a plan for our transformation 
and ultimate glorification (8:26-30) 
which nothing or no one can prevent 
(8:31-39) 



Preview 

Romans 9-11 

Romans 9 deals primarily with Israel’s PAST 

(as God’s chosen and privileged people). 

Romans 10 deals primarily with Israel’s 

PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to 

submit to God’s gospel).  

Romans 11 deals primarily with Israel’s 

FUTURE (a nation which someday will be 

saved and which will enjoy the fulfillment of 

the new covenant promises). 



Preview 

Romans 9-11—Remember the context 

What objection is Paul anticipating? 

What truth does Paul need to teach? 

 

 



Observations as we read the text 

 In Romans 9-11, Paul will try to reconcile 

his teaching in light of the present 

condition of Israel? 

 Is God fair? 

 Is God just? 

 Is God truly righteous? 

 Look for  

 Two sections 

 Main point (verse) 



Romans 9:1-5 
Has Israel been forgotten by God? 

Paul’s teaching seems to anticipate an 
objection 

In light of the teaching up to this point . . . 
 the problem of sin—for all including Israel 
 salvation by faith—for all even Gentiles 
 sanctification—not by self-effort but through 

the presence of the Holy Spirit 
who assures us of our relationship with God our 

Father 
who (the Father) assures us of our ultimate 

salvation (Glorification) 
 No Condemnation  

 No Separation 

What about Israel? 



Think about it 

 Put yourself in the shoes of a Jewish 

individual in Rome  c. 57 AD. 

 How would you respond to Paul’s 

teaching up to this point? 

 How would you respond to Paul—if 

you had been told your whole life, you 

were special—you had a privileged 

position as a child of Abraham? 



Romans 9:1-5 

 What about Israel? Hasn’t God put aside 
the people He had chosen? 
 The history of Israel would seem to be an 

obvious objection. 
 How can God promise (or Paul teach) 

security in light of “abandoning” Israel? 
 Were they not God’s people, are they secure? 

 Logic would say: “So, if I sin—will I get 
Israel’s fate?” 
 “Will God give up on me, the way He 

appears to have given up on Israel?” 



Romans 9:1-5 

 Remember Paul is writing to a church that 
is primarily Gentile.  So how does this topic 
address them? 
 Paul wants his Gentile readers to understand 

that God’s work in Christ is in harmony with 
His promises to Israel in the Old Testament.   

 And while all are saved by grace through 
faith, Israel does have a special place in the 
plan of God. 

 As he progresses through his explanation, 
Paul will challenge any self-pity on the part 
of the Israelites and any arrogance on the 
part of Gentiles. 



Romans 9:1-5 

 I believe what we will see in Romans 9 

is the persistence of a gracious God to 

love, bless and seek after His people 

despite their sinful hard-hearted 

disobedience and sin. 



Romans 9:1-5 

 Plan, Perspective, Patience and 
Persuasion 

 In the midst of this we will also see that 

God, as a sovereign God, has a plan and 

perspective that is not easy for us to 

understand.   

 We will see that He is patient, but as a 

parent at times uses discipline (that may 

appear harsh) to persuade His people to 

return to a right relationship with Him. 

 



Romans 9 

 But let’s allow the passage to speak.  

 What is the main point of the passage? 

 What does it teach us about God?  About 

God’s sovereignty? 

 What does it teach us about Israel? 



Romans 9:1-5 

 Paul’s concern 

 Sorrow 

 Willing sacrifice 

 

 



Aside 

 Have I (we) ever wanted to see someone come 
to Christ so fervently that we could say what 
Paul says? 
 What does this teach us about Paul’s passion for 

the gospel and people? 
 What do we need to do in order to have a greater 

compassion for the lost? 

 Do we see the lost (those without a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ) as the enemy or 
the victim?  An enemy we must overcome or a 
victim we must minister to? 

 Are we more concerned with the moral laws of 
our country or the eternal destiny of our 
neighbors? 



Romans 9:4-5 

the adoption,  

  the glory,  

    the covenants,  

the giving of the law,  

  the worship,  

    and the promises.  



Romans 9:4-5 

 the adoption the giving of the law 

 Exodus event (redemption) and giving of 
Law 

 the glory  the worship 

 The personal presence of God in the Tent 
and Temple 

 the covenants the promised 

 The past blessing with future promise of 
blessing 



Romans 9:1-5 

 Who is Israel? 

 Why had God chosen them?  

 What were they like? 

 Did they live up to what God wanted 

from them? 

 

 



Romans 9:4-5 

 The point of this list of privileges seems to 

heighten the contrast between the privileges 

of Israel and their present condition.   

 And to contrast their privileged position in 

the past, to the present favor Gentiles are 

receiving.   



Romans 9:5 The Deity of Christ 

 In the middle of doing this study, the door 

bell rang; Jehovah’s Witnesses were at my 

door. 

 So 
 John 1:1  

 Titus 2:13  



Romans 9:1-5 Summary 

 God has a chosen people who have been 
given great privilege but who have turned 
their back the God.   
 Does God abandon them?   

 Nowhere in the Old Testament do we see 
God abandon or reject His people.  He 
disciplines them—but for the purpose of 
restoration. 

 God constantly extends mercy.   
 So God, even when faced with sinful, hard-hearted 

people is persistent to bless them and doesn’t give 
up on His people. 

 This will be the message of Romans 9! 



Roman 9:6 Pivot 

 If God is always faithful to His Word—

why does it seem that He is not? 

 If God is faithful to His Word—why do 

we struggle to believe Him or, at times 

accept, what He says? 



Romans 9:6-13 

 9:6-9 

 A relationship with God is not based upon 

physical descent 

 Illustration # 1 

 Though both are decedents of Abraham, 

Isaac, not Ishmael, was the one to whom 

the promise was given. 

 Objection:  But Ishmael’s mother was 

Egyptian. 

 



Children of Promise 

Flesh Promise 

Jacob 

Isaac 

Abraham 

Esau 

Ishmael Choice 

Prior to 

Birth or 
Works 



Romans 9:6-13 

 9:10-11  

 A relationship with God is not based on 

character or works   

 Illustration # 2 

 Same parents, same conception, same 

birth—produce twins.  God chose to give 

Jacob the promise. 

 The choice was completely God’s. 

 Before they were born 

 Before they had done good or evil 

 



Summary 

 One of the amazing and difficult parts 

of this concept is the connection 

between what God determines and how 

man accomplished it. 

 The passage clearly teaches that it was 

not an accident that Jacob became the 

heir of the promise.  God selected him. 

 



Summary 

 But how was this accomplished in 

history?  

 Parent’s favoritism 

 Sibling rivalry 

 Deceit and deception 

 God will accomplish His purpose.  
 

 



Implications 

 We will see as we progress through Romans 

9-11 that Paul will deal with difficult issues.  

 God’s sovereign decisions are not easy to 

understand and even at times hard to believe. 

 This passage gives us comfort in the midst 

of this difficult issue, that God is faithful to 

His Word.  What He has said will happen.  

 So in spite of our inability to understand and 

our tendency to question God, we are assured 

He will do what He has said. 



Application 

 What is the main point of the passage? 
 God is faithful to His Word. 

 What does it teach us about God?  About 
God’s sovereignty? 
 God is sovereign and chooses based on His 

divine purpose, not the acts or potential acts 
of men. 

 What does it teach us about Israel? 
 God will be faithful to Israel, though not all 

Israel will be saved. 

 What does it teach us about ourselves? 
 We must trust God, even when we don’t 

understand. 



Next Week 

 Romans 9:14-30 


