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Mark Your Observations

Record Observations &
Questions

Romans 9:1-13
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—
I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—
2
that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.
3
For I could wish that I myself
were accursed
and cut off from Christ
for the sake of my brothers,
my kinsmen according to the flesh.
4 They are Israelites,
and to them belong
the adoption,
the glory,
the covenants,
the giving of the law,
the worship,
and the promises.
5
To them belong
the patriarchs,
and from their race,
according to the flesh,
is the Christ
who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed.
For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel,
and not all are children of Abraham
because they are his offspring,
but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”
8
This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but
the children of the promise are counted as offspring.
9
For this is what the promise said:
“About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.”
10
And not only so,
but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man,
our forefather Isaac,
11
though they were not yet born
and had done nothing either good or bad
—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue,
not because of works but because of him who calls—
12
she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”
13
As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” (ESV)
7

Review
Believers have a new relationship in the sphere of righteousness (6:1-14) as slaves of God rather than sin
(6:14-23), and need to understand their total inability by their own willpower to overcome sin’s seductive pull
(7:1-25). They must remember they have been adopted into God’s family (8:12-17) and are provided the
presence of the indwelling Spirit to empower the transformation process (8:1-11) which might (will) take place
in the presence of suffering. God has a plan for their transformation and ultimate glorification (8:26-30) which
nothing or no one can prevent (8:31-39).

Talk about it

Introduction
What objection was Paul anticipating?
What objections would we have coming out of the promises of Romans 8?

What truth does Paul want to teach?

Doctrine: Justification—The Righteousness of God Revealed
1:18–11:36
God’s Gracious Provision of Righteousness is Acquired by Faith in Jesus Christ
The Need of It 1:18–3:20
What a Mess!
The Righteousness of God Revealed in Condemnation: The Universal Need of Righteousness
The Bad News: All condemned for sin—no exceptions
What It Is 3:21–5:21
What a God—The Way of Salvation
Justification: The imputation of righteousness to all who believe
How It Affects Me 6:1–8:39
Sanctification: The Impartation of Righteousness
The Purpose of Salvation: Conformity to Christ’s Image
The believer’s relationship to the Holy Spirit gives assurance of victory in Christian life.
To have victory over sin–you must live in the Spirit.
Why Israel Rejected It 9:1–11:36
Vindication: Israel’s Rejection of God’s Righteousness
Israel’s Rejection Considered 9:1-29
Grief
9:1-5
Not inconsistent with God’s Promise 9:6-13
A relationship with God is not based on physical descent (6-9)
A relationship with God is not based on character or works (10-13)

Think about it

Talk about it

9:1-5
Put yourself in the shoes of a Jewish individual in Rome c. 57 AD.
How would you respond to Paul’s teaching up to this point?

How would you respond to Paul—if you had been told your whole life, you were special—you had a
privileged position as a child of Abraham?

9:6-13
If God is always faithful to His Word—why does it seem that He is not?

If God is faithful to His Word—why do we struggle to believe Him or, at times accept, what He says?

What do we learn

About God?
Jesus is God
God is faithful to His Word

Act on it
God is faithful to His Word.
God is sovereign and chooses based on His divine
purpose, not the acts or potential acts of men.
God will be faithful to Israel, though not all Israel will
be saved.
We must trust God, even when we don’t understand.

