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Romans:  The Transforming Power of the Righteousness of God 

 

Old Testament Survey 
 

Two options 

 

Option 1 Standard Survey 

I am providing notes and a PowerPoint presentation that surveys the Old Testament 

structure and message. 

 

This lesson is appropriate for classes where people are not well versed or comfortable 

with the flow of the Old Testament. It will help refocus people on God’s working with 

Israel. 

 

Option 2 Mission Focused Survey 

This lesson is a look at three significant passages which reveal God’s plan not only for 

Israel, but to use Israel to show the glory of God among the nations. 

 

This lesson is appropriate for any class that needs to learn or be reminded that a global 

perspective is not only a New Testament concern but that  God has always had a plan for 

the whole world. 

 

I have provided very little material, but have included a wonderful article that 

summarizes the issues well.  You may want to read the article prior to reading my notes 

and studying the passages. 
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Old Testament Survey 
 

As we move into the third major section of Romans, chapters 9-11, it is helpful to step back and see the 

big picture—the incremental revelation of God that brings the development of Paul’s message to a point 

where he must clarify what he stated in Romans 3:1-8—that Israel is special to God in spite of their 

failures. 

 

They are special, but not the exclusive focus of God’s attention. 

God’s Chosen People, a People with a Mission 

Abraham’s Call 

Genesis 12:1-3  

1 Now the Lord said to Abram,  

  ―Go from  

   your country  

   and your kindred  

   and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

 2  And I will make of you a great nation,  

 and I will bless you and make your name great,  

    so that you will be a blessing.  

3  I will bless those who bless you,  

   and him who dishonors you I will curse,  

  and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.‖ (ESV) 

 

The Covenant Announced to Abraham  12:1-3 

Elements 

1. I will make you a great nation = descendants  12:2 

2. I will bless you  12:2 (both material and spiritual blessing) 

3. You shall be a blessing 12:3 (Abraham will bless others) 

The ―blessing‖ and ―cursing‖ are dependent on how others blessed or cursed Abraham—that 

is, did they treat him as they would treat God?  12:3 

Blessing to all the families (nations) of the earth announces God’s world-wide purpose in the 

call of Abraham 12:3 

Emphasis: Blessing 
―God planned to make this man into a great nation with great blessing and a great name so that 
he and the nation might become a divine means of benefitting all others.  This blessing was to be 
conferred on the believing, for through the material instrumentality of this one man, all the nations 
of the earth would be ‗blessed.‘‖

1
 

Exposition:  Separation 

1. To separate Abram from national ties and resources. (12:1a) 

2. To separate Abram to Yahweh, His Word and Resources. (12:1b-2) 

3. To use Abram as mediator for blessing. (12:3) 

 
Chapter 12 

Call of Abram 

Abram obeys God. 

First statement of the covenant. 

Great nation, personal blessing, great name, blessings and curses 

Abram lies about his wife Sarai to the Egyptian Pharaoh 
 

                                                      
1EBC, ―The Theology of the Old Testament,‖ Water C. Kaiser, Jr., Vol. 1, pp. 292-293. 
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Context:  This passage follows a long downward slide of humanity from fall to murder, every 

form of evil, a flood, a tower and the development of a diversity of languages.  Now God 

invades humanity to elect one man and nation through whom He would bless all nations. This 

is the first expression of what is often referred to as the Abrahamic Covenant.  It is developed, 

reiterated and formally confirmed in Genesis 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1-13; 22:17-18.  

The passage includes both a command, ―go forth from your country‖ (Genesis 12:1, 

NASB) and a promise, ―I will make you a great nation... bless you,... and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed‖ (Genesis 12:2-3, NASB).   

In addition, the passage is a hinge in the book of Genesis.  Genesis 1 introduces the first 

eleven chapters about the whole world.  This section forms the very necessary backdrop for 

the rest of the Bible.  Without reference to God’s creation or man’s progressive downward 

slide (fall, murder, violence, lust, every kind of evil and the blatant refusal to replenish the 

earth) the rest of the Bible would lose much of its meaning.  Genesis 12 introduces the rest of 

the book on the growth and development of the nation of Israel. It explains their existence and 

how they come to be the centerpiece of the rest of the Old Testament. It also introduces the 

outworking of God’s plan of salvation. 

 

Commentary 

l.  After numerous failures of the nations to obey God, a people are called to obey and be  

witnesses to the world of God’s way among men.  God sought out Abraham and made him 

that special instrument and thus changed the course of history.  Abraham also begins a life of 

faith as an example to the world of how to please God (Gal. 3:7). 

2.  The word translated ―said‖ has the sense of command—thus God commanded Abraham to go 

from his country, relations and father’s house.  This command came to Abraham while he was still in 

Ur (Acts 7:2).  ―Said to him‖ reads the New Testament back into this Old Testament Passage, 

something that seems entirely unnecessary.  Notice the progression from less to more personal and 

closer.  He is to leave Terah and his family to seek a land designated by God where he will begin a 

new family as it were without the roots in Ur or in his father Terah. ―Get thee out‖ (A.V.) though 

correct is too strong.  ―Do go‖ (Leupold,409) or simply ―leave‖. 

3.  ―To the land which I will show you.‖  It may be too much to assume that God gave no 

indication of the land or even the direction of departure to Abraham.  But it should be clear that the 

final destination was unknown thus requiring an exercise in faith (Heb. 11:8). 

4.  Some of the questions between premillennial and amillennial interpreters may have little 

impact on the relationship of this passage to missions.  Both would see God’s purpose to bless the 

whole world through the seed (Galatians 3:16) of Abraham that is Christ, both would agree to the 

special place of Abraham and the Jews in that purpose.  Both would agree that the Jews were God’s 

channel of blessing and intended witnesses before Christ.  Beyond the cross, the questions of an 

unconditional covenant with fulfillment in time (the reign of Christ on earth) through the Jews (premil-

lennial) or the blessings and responsibilities passing to the church, give rise to long and heated debate.  

Here one only needs to observe the key role of Abraham and the Jews in the Old Testament, and their 

failure to be all that God intended them to be (See especially Isaiah 45-55) and God’s use of 

Abraham’s seed to bring Messiah into the world.   

5.  ―I will make you a great nation (goy).‖  Developed and enlarged as ―the stars of the heavens.‖ 

6.  ―And I will bless you and make your name great.‖  A reference to Abraham alone and fulfilled 

in his lifetime (Leupold,412). 

7.  ―And you shall be a blessing.‖  Not an imperfect hortative but rather an imperative, and ―be a 

blessing‖ It is God who makes Abraham a blessing to the nations. 

tn Heb ―and be a blessing.‖ The verb form ְהיֵה (héyeh) is the Qal imperative of the verb ָהיָה 
(hayah). The vav (ו) with the imperative after the cohortatives indicates purpose or consequence. 

What does it mean for Abram to ―be a blessing‖? Will he be a channel or source of blessing for 
others, or a prime example of divine blessing? A similar statement occurs in Zech 8:13, where 
God assures his people, ―You will be a blessing,‖ in contrast to the past when they ―were a 
curse.‖ Certainly ―curse‖ here does not refer to Israel being a source of a curse, but rather to the 
fact that they became a curse-word or byword among the nations, who regarded them as the 
epitome of an accursed people (see 2 Kgs 22:19; Jer 42:18; 44:8, 12, 22). Therefore the 
statement ―be a blessing‖ seems to refer to Israel being transformed into a prime example of a 
blessed people, whose name will be used in blessing formulae, rather than in curses. If the 
statement ―be a blessing‖ is understood in the same way in Gen 12:2, then it means that God 
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would so bless Abram that other nations would hear of his fame and hold him up as a paradigm 
of divine blessing in their blessing formulae.

2
  

 

8.  What is the exact meaning of ―I will bless those who bless you and the one who curses you, I 

will curse?‖  (Genesis 12:3)  Some suggest that it is only that the nations will wish themselves blessed 

like Abraham when they observe his blessedness.  That, however, robs the promise of all meaning.  If 

God is only to bless Abraham to make the nations jealous, that is really no promise of a worldwide role 

nor the basis for Paul’s use in Galatians 3:16 and the relationship with the blessing of Japheth 

according to Genesis 9:25-27 (K & D, Genesis, l50).  There is a declared relationship between the 

treatment of Abraham and his seed and one’s own blessing or cursing.  While some may question the 

relationship of blessing and cursing with Abraham’s physical descendants, few evangelicals would 

question it with relationship to the seed—Christ.  But the blessing which reaches its highest expression 

of Messiah also comes through the descendants (plural) of Abraham (Gen. 28:14). 

  9.  There is an even more general promise of blessing at the end of verse three.  ―In you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.‖  With Lange we note that the use of the reflexive, bless 

themselves, is unnecessary and even misrepresents the original. (Genesis, 39l)  The Nifal is passive 

and should be so translated unless it is impossible. (Leupold 414)  However, the reduction of that 

blessing to one through Christ alone (Calvin 120) seems unwarranted. There are numerous cases of 

blessing upon Gentiles associated with Israel in the Old Testament.  Nineveh’s repentance at the 

preaching of Jonah and Persia’s blessing related to the return are but two of the more obvious cases.  

The relationship of blessing and cursing with life and death (Deut. 30:19) should not be overlooked.  

God alone has the power to bless by giving life or supernatural blessing.  Nor does any other have the 

power to withdraw that blessing.  That blessing comes to all who trust him (Gen. 12:1-2; John 3:16) 

(TWOT, 132).  The strong Messianic tones of the passage should not indeed cannot be denied. 

 

The  Covenant Officially Confirmed  15:1-21 

Elements 

1. God, the source of blessing 15:1-4 

2. Promise of multiplied seed 15:5-6  (note: Abraham’s response of faith) 

3. The formal confirmation (cutting) of the covenant  15:8-17 

a. Preparation of the animals and Abraham’s sleep  9-12 

b. God’s statement 13-16 

(1) 400 years out of the land 13 

(2) the family will come back with many possessions 14-16 

c. God’s act of confirmation 17 

d. The land extended to a large land  18 

Emphasis: The covenant depends only on God for its fulfillment 

The Sign of the Covenant   17  (Circumcision) 

Elements 

1. Great seed  17:2,6 

2. The covenant to be eternal  17:7 

3. The spiritual blessing to be God Himself  17:7 

4. The material blessing to be the land  17:8 

5. The sign of the covenant people - circumcision  17:11 

Emphasis: God, the sole Source and Guarantor of the covenant 

Exposition:  This sixth revelation of God to Abram advanced the promise in three particular areas 

1. Parts of the blessing were conditional on keeping the sign of the Covenant.  (17:1-2) 

2. Many nations would come from Abram.  (17:4-6) 

3. Sarah would bear the promised heir. (17:16) 

The Covenant Repeated in Response to Faith  22:16-18 

Elements 

1. God alone the Source  16 

2. Vast seed  17 

3. In Abraham’s seed all the world blessed  18 

Emphasis: Blessing extended to all nations 

                                                      
2Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006; 2006). Ge 12:2. 
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Preamble to Israel’s Constitution 

Exodus 19:3-8 

This is the preamble to their constitution. 

Notice that the Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:1-26, therefore are not a condition for entering 

into a relationship with God, but a confirmation of the relationship established in Exodus 19. 

 

God’s Authority  19:3 

God’s Grace 19:4 

The Resultant Responsibility 19:5-6 

―and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests . . . and a holy nation‖ 

The Obedient Response   19:8 

 

Exodus 19:3-8 

3 while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying,  

 ―Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: (ESV) 

4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians,  

 and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  

5 Now therefore,  

 if you will indeed obey my voice  

  and keep my covenant,  

 you shall be my  

  treasured possession among all peoples,  

   for all the earth is mine;  

6  and you shall be to me  

  a kingdom of priests  

  and a holy nation.  

 These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.‖  

 

7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people  

 and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him.  

8 All the people answered together and said,  

 ―All that the Lord has spoken we will do.‖  

  And Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord. (ESV) 

 

The offer of the mediatorial role between God’s people and the nations.  

Conditional covenant, notice the ―if.‖  

God is setting up a theocracy—God ruling through people. 

 

The article below translated the phrase, ―kingdom of priests‖ as ―kings and priests‖ but is probably 

better left, ―kingdom of priests.‖ 
tn The construction ―a kingdom of priests‖ means that the kingdom is made up of priests. W. C. 
Kaiser (―Exodus,‖ EBC 2:417) offers four possible renderings of the expression: 1) apposition, 
viz., ―kings, that is, priests; 2) as a construct with a genitive of specification, ―royal priesthood‖; 3) 
as a construct with the genitive being the attribute, ―priestly kingdom‖; and 4) reading with an 
unexpressed ―and‖ – ―kings and priests.‖ He takes the latter view that they were to be kings and 
priests. (Other references are R. B. Y. Scott, ―A Kingdom of Priests (Exodus xix. 6),‖ OTS 8 
[1950]: 213-19; William L. Moran, ―A Kingdom of Priests,‖ The Bible in Current Catholic Thought, 
7–20). However, due to the parallelism of the next description which uses an adjective, this is 
probably a construct relationship. This kingdom of God will be composed of a priestly people. All 
the Israelites would be living wholly in God‘s service and enjoying the right of access to him. And, 
as priests, they would have the duty of representing God to the nations, following what they 
perceived to be the duties of priests – proclaiming God‘s word, interceding for people, and 
making provision for people to find God through atonement (see Deut 33:9, 10).

3
  

                                                      
3The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006). Ex 19:6. 
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Praise among the Nations 

Psalm 67 

Prayer 1-2 

 Refrain  3 

  Worldwide Praise of God Blessing will awaken 4 

 Refrain  5 

Effect of Answer 6-7 

 
SECTION OUTLINE SIXTY-SEVEN (PSALM 67) 
The psalmist desires that all the nations praise God for his power. 
I. The Features of the Psalmist‘s Prayer (67:1–5) 
A. May God‘s glory be seen among his people (67:1) . 
B. May God‘s grace be seen among the Gentiles (67:2–5). 
II. THE FRUITS OF THE PSALMIST‘S PRAYER (67:6–7): The psalmist anticipates two occurrences if 
his prayer is answered: 
A. Material blessing (67:6) : ―The earth will yield its harvests.‖ 
B. Spiritual blessing (67:7) : God will bless his people, and all the world will fear him.

4
  

 

Psalm 67 To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. 

1 May God be  

 gracious to us  

 and bless us  

 and make his face to shine upon us,    Selah  

2   that your way may be known on earth,  

  your saving power among all nations.  

 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

   let all the peoples praise you!  

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

  for you judge the peoples with equity  

  and guide the nations upon earth.    Selah  

 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

   let all the peoples praise you!  

6 The earth has yielded its increase;  

   God, our God, shall bless us.  

7 God shall bless us;  

 let all the ends of the earth fear him! (ESV) 

 
"If a psalm was ever written round the promises to Abraham, that he would be both blessed and 
made a blessing, it could well have been such as this.  The song begins at home, and returns to 
pause there a moment before the end; but its thought always flies to the distant peoples and to 
what awaits them when the blessing that has reached 'us' reaches all."

5
 

 

Dr. Thomas Constable explains the Psalm this way:
6
 

The psalmist began by repeating part of Israel's priestly blessing (cf. Num. 6:24-26) to request God's 
blessing on His people.  Causing one's face to shine on others means smiling on them with favor and 
approval (cf. 4:6).  The writer requested God's blessing on Israel so that other nations would learn of 
His favor, turn to Him in faith, and experience His salvation themselves (v.2). 
 

                                                      
4H. L. Willmington, The Outline Bible (Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999). Ps 67:7. 
5Derek Kidner,. Psalms 1—72. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries series. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press 1973) p. 

236. 
6 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on Psalms (Dallas Theological Seminary). 



Stephen C. Kilgore  Calvary Church Coordinated Study ● Interlude: Old Testament Survey (Option 2)―Teachers Notes ● 7–12 

 

67:3-4 God's people should praise Him because He rules justly.  Because He does rule justly all 
nations should look to Him for guidance. 

 
"The capricious kindliness which makes no moral judgments is as alien to biblical 
thought as the tyranny that rules without love."

7
 

 
67:5-7 God's people should praise Him so that He will bless them with bountiful harvests.  This 

meaning is clearer in the NIV than in the NASB.  Rich harvests would also direct the 
nations to the Lord. 

 
When people recognize God's blessings they tend to fear and worship Him. 

400 Years of Silence 

But Israel not only failed to be the instrument (witness) that God intended, she failed to keep God as their 

focus. This resulted in God’s discipline on the nation in keeping with the covenant God had made with 

them (Deuteronomy 28-29).   

 

They were exiled for 70 years—but God proved faithful and returned the land to His people. 
And as the Old Testament conclude the people are in the land, with their temple and their capital 
city—but things were not going well for Israel as can been seen from reading Haggai and Zachariah. 
Zerubbabel and Joshua were encouraged in their work by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, and 
their messages provide a vivid insight into the mood of despair and apathy that prevailed among the 
people at this time. The wave of euphoria that accompanied Cyrus‘s rise to power subsided soon 
after his death, for his son Cambyses (530–522 B.C.) did not share his father‘s ideals. He was more 
interested in military conquest, and during his campaign against Egypt in 525 B.C. it is likely that he 
plundered Judah for food supplies. This would have been bad enough in good times, but Haggai‘s 
messages show that the returned exiles were living at poverty level, and their crops were blighted by 
drought and disease. This in itself made it hard to establish a stable society, but in addition, there was 
a military coup back in Persia while Cambyses was on his way home from Egypt. He committed 
suicide and Darius, one of his generals, seized control of the army. He returned to Persia and in due 
course emerged as one of the most powerful Persian emperors of all time. But while all this was 
happening, the whole situation must have seemed very confused and uncertain to the Jewish 
community in and around Jerusalem. Were these upheavals signs of the beginning of the new age 

that they had spoken of back in Babylon? Or was it an indication of worse yet to come?
8  

 

And for 400 years, God did not speak.  He did not actively lead or intervene. 

400 years! 

 

When God breaks into history to announce the coming of His Son, Israel in many ways, was a shell of 

what God intended. 

 

What had the 400 years of silence created? 

Had their history, rich in God’s actions on their behalf become only a legend? 

So often, history becomes legend, and legend become myths.  Had that happened to some in Israel? 

 

Some were still eagerly waiting their Messiah.  But others had institutionalized their religion.  No longer 

(or ever) had they gasped that they were to be a witness of and for God. 

 

But some like Simeon, did understand this. 
Luke 2:27-32 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are 

letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” (ESV) 

 

                                                      
7Derek Kidner,. p. 236. 
8John William Drane, Introducing the Old Testament. (Oxford: Lion Publishing plc, 2000). 200. 
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How interesting that we also face a period of silence (about 2000 years) in which history (the life of 

Christ and early church) has for many, become a legend or merely a myth. 

Summary 

Israel was created, called and commissioned to be God’s instrument to bring Him glory not only in their 

own walk before Him but in their ministry to the nations. 

 

There were times in which Israel actually did this, see Solomon in 1 Kings 8 and 10. 

And there were times God sent Israelites to the nations (remember Jonah?). 

 

But too often Israel misunderstood their unique relationship with God. 

 

And we too, often misunderstand our unique relationship with God.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The article is from Perspectives 

See:  www.perspective.org 

http://www.box.net/shared/7w2isqoow8  

http://www.perspective.org/
http://www.box.net/shared/7w2isqoow8


 

 

 



 

  



 

  

 

 


