
The Importance of the Resurrection 

 

The Purpose of Christ’s Death 
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 

Colossians 2:13-15 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 

canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 

by triumphing over them in him.  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: 

that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live 

might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.  

Hebrews 7:27-28 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his 

own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up 

himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the 

oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.  

The Historical Record of the Resurrection 

John 19:31-42  Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain 

on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their 

legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke 

the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came 

to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the 

soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He who 

saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that 

you also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not 

one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 

whom they have pierced.” 38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of 

Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, 

and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who 

earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 

seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths 

with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was 

crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 

42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid 

Jesus there.   

Matthew 27:62-66 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while 

he was still alive, „After three days I will rise.‟ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure 

until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, „He has risen 

from the dead,‟ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You 

have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made the 

tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.   

Mark 16:1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.   

Matthew 28:2-4 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled 

and became like dead men.   

Mark 16:2-8 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to 

the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it 

was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 

dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. 

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place 

where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 

Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for 

they were afraid.   

Luke 24:1-8 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 

spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 

they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about 

this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and 

bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the 

dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 

7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on 

the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words,   

Matthew 28:5-8 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 

Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 

behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So 

they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.   

Matthew 28:9-10 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and 

took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 

tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”   

John 20:2-18 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 

loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 

toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 

did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 

linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus‟ head, not lying with the 

linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 

Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 11 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 

12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head 

and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to 

be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 



laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him 

in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for 

I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, „I am ascending 

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.‟ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.   

Matthew 28:11-15 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and 

told the chief priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders 

and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell 

people, „His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.‟ 14 And if this 

comes to the governor‟s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they 

took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews 

to this day.   

Acts 2:22-36 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised 

him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For 

David says concerning him, “ „I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that 

I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also 

will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see 

corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of 

gladness with your presence.‟ 29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the 

patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being 

therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set 

one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the 

Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus 

God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of 

God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 

this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, 

but he himself says, “ „The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your 

enemies your footstool.‟ 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has 

made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

The Hope Received Because of the Resurrection 
John 14:1-7 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father‟s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.”   

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 

Do you believe this?”   

Romans 10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

Hebrews 9:28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 

second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.   

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast 

to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 

asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely 

born, he appeared also to me.   

1 Corinthians 15:12-28  Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 

of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our 

preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting 

God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true 

that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this 

life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the 

dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man 

has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 

be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he 

has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God 

has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in 

subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When 

all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all 

things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.   

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 

body do they come?” 36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it 

dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or 

of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its 

own body. 39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for 

animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly 

bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; 

for star differs from star in glory. 42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is 

sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 

body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first 

man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not 

the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the 

earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are 

those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of 

heaven. 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 

does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 

changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 

put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 



immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in 

victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of 

death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.   

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those 

who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 

who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who 

are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 

voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 

rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore 

encourage one another with these words.   

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3  Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need 

to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” 

then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, 

and they will not escape.   

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might 

live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 

doing.  

The Theological Implications of the Importance of the Resurrection 

The Resurrection Serves as Proof of Jesus’ Deity 
Romans 1:3-4 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 

and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,   

Acts 2:24-32 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for 

him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “ „I saw the Lord always before me, 

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my 

tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to 

Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.‟ 29 “Brothers, I may say to you with 

confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 

to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him 

that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 

corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.   

The Resurrection Fulfills Prophecy 
Psalm 22  To the choirmaster: according to The Doe of the Dawn. A Psalm of David. 1 My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the 

words of my groaning? 2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I 

find no rest. 3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 4 In you our fathers trusted; 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 5 To you they cried and were rescued; in you they 

trusted and were not put to shame. 6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and 

despised by the people. 7 All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their 

heads; 8 “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in 

him!” 9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother‟s 

breasts. 10 On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother‟s womb you have been my 

God. 11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. 12 Many bulls 

encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 13 they open wide their mouths at me, 

like a ravening and roaring lion. 14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 

joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 15 my strength is dried up like a 

potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. 16 For dogs 

encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet— 

17 I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me; 18 they divide my garments 

among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. 19 But you, O Lord, do not be far off! O you 

my help, come quickly to my aid! 20 Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from 

the power of the dog! 21 Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the 

horns of the wild oxen! 22 I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the 

congregation I will praise you: 23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of 

Jacob, glorify him, and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 24 For he has not 

despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his face from him, 

but has heard, when he cried to him. 25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

my vows I will perform before those who fear him. 26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 

those who seek him shall praise the Lord! May your hearts live forever! 27 All the ends of the 

earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship 

before you. 28 For kingship belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. 29 All the 

prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

even the one who could not keep himself alive. 30 Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told of 

the Lord to the coming generation; 31 they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a 

people yet unborn, that he has done it.    

Psalm 16:10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.   

Luke 24:50-51  Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 

them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.   

Acts 2:27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption.   

Acts 13:33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the 

second Psalm, “ „You are my Son, today I have begotten you.‟   

The Resurrection Assures Us that Christ’s Substitutionary Sacrifice was Accepted 
Romans 5:9-16 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 

we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 

saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the 

world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all 

sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted 

where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose 

sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man‟s trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 

abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man‟s sin. For the 

judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 

trespasses brought justification.   



Hebrews 5:7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverence.   

Romans 4:25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.  

 Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.   

The Resurrection is the Basis for Our Sanctification and Victory Over Sin 
Romans 6:1-14 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 

By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us 

who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united 

with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 

We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 

brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has 

been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life 

he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 

in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its 

passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but 

present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 

members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace.   

The Resurrection Provides Hope 

1 Thessalonians 4-5 

John 14:2-32 In my Father‟s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  In my Father‟s house are 

many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 

where I am you may be also.   

Romans 8:34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.   

Colossians 1:18-20 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.   

Colossians 1:22-23 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 

you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, 

stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 

proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.    

Colossians 2:9-15 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been 

filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised 

with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 

circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 

raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record 

of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them 

in him.   

Colossians 3:1-4 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 

When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.   

1 Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead,  
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