
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 8:31-39 



One-Liner Theology 

 Coincidence is when God chooses to remain 
anonymous. 

 Don’t put a question mark where God put a 
period. 

 God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies 
the called. 

 God grades on the cross, not the curve. 
 God promises a safe landing, not a calm 

passage. 
 Prayer: Don’t give God instructions -- just 

report for duty! 



One-Liner Theology 

 Lord, walk beside me  

with your arm on my shoulder and your 

hand over my mouth. 

 Christians are forgiven not perfect. 

 Once saved always saved. 

 

 

 



Review 

 In Romans 6 Paul taught us that, as a 

result of God’s grace through faith, we 

have freedom from sin’s controlling 

power.   

 In Romans 7 Paul reveals the internal 

struggle of those who seek by self-effort 

to live-up to their position in Christ. 



Review 

 Both chapter 6 and 7 are true—great 
freedom in Christ, great struggle on our 
own. 

 Which leads Paul to encourage and 
explain the believer’s  
 present reality (Romans 8:1-11) 
 present empowerment (8:12-17) 
 potential for suffering (8:18-25)  
 and the hope of future glorification (8:26-

30) which includes God’s purpose for 
believers—transformation. 



Preview 

Notice the book ends of the chapter 

8:1  No Condemnation  (Standing) 

Middle section: No Defeat  (State) 

8:39 No Separation   (Standing) 



Preview 

 Context:  Romans 8:28-30 

 ―All things work together for good. . .‖ 

(8:28) 

 From foreknowledge in eternity past, to 

glorification in eternity future no one is lost. 

(8:29-30) 

 So in this last section of chapter 8 we 

hear Paul crescendo of celebration. 



Observations as we read the text 

 Look for  

 Questions 

 Lists 

 Hope 



Romans 8:31 

 Question #1 
 ―What then shall we say to these things?‖ 
 that is ―how should we respond to what 

has just been written?‖  

 The point: We should say something! 
 In light of the fact that ―there is no 

condemnation‖ (8:1), the provision of the 
Holy Spirit (8:4-27), and the sovereignty of 
God in salvation (8:28-30) 

 Don’t keep silent, praise God. 



Romans 8:31 

 Question #2 

 ―If God is for us, who can be against us?‖ 

 that is ―With God on our side, who can be 

against us?‖ 

 The point:  
 Clearly implied is that, if God is for us, no 

one can be against us and succeed 



Romans 8:32 

 Question #3 

 Statement: ―gave him up for us‖ 

 ―how will he not along with him 

graciously give us all things?‖ 

 The point:  
 God has already given the greatest Gift.  

 There is no reason that He would 

withhold anything from those who are in 

Christ. 



Romans 8:33 

 Question #4 
 ―Who brings a charge against God’s 

elect?‖ 
 ―It is God who justifies.‖ 

 The point:  
 Since God alone justifies, no one can 

successfully bring a charge—and make it 
stick. 

 No charge can be brought against a 
Christian because God has pronounced a 
verdict of not guilty! 



Romans 8:34 

 Question #5 
 ―Who is it that condemn?‖ 
 ―Christ Jesus died...raised…interceding for 

us‖ 

 The point:  
 Since Christ intercedes for us, He would 

not—could not—bring a condemning charge 
against us. 

 Since Christ is at the right hand of the Father 
and intercedes for us and since He died to 
remove the curse and condemnation, there is 
none who could bring a condemning word 
against those in Christ. 



Romans 8:31-34 

 Summary:  Christ’s fourfold protection 
 Are there offences? ―He died for them.‖ 
 Is there a need of life? He is ―risen again‖ 

and we are ―saved by His life‖ (v. 10).  
 Do we need representation and influence 

at the court? He is in the chief place of 
authority–―even at the right hand of God.‖  

 Do we in hours of transgression and 
weakness need an advocate (1 John 2:1)? 
He ever lives to make intercession for us 
(John 17). 

 



Romans 8:35 

 Questions #6 and 7 
 ―Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ?‖ 
 ―Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword?‖  

 Answer? 8:36-39 
 Is the quote out of place and unnecessary? 
 Rather than being unnecessary it is key.  
 The list of potential troubles in 8:35 is not left 

just as ―potential‖ 
 the quote makes it clear that not only ―might‖ 

these troubles happen, they do happen—and 
still we are not separated from God’s love. 



Romans 8:35-39 

 Questions #6 and 7 
―Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ?‖ ―Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?‖ 

 Answer 

 ―NO, in all things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us‖ 

 Point—what can separate us 

Absolutely nothing! 



Romans 8:38-39 

 Crescendo—Nothing can separate 

 Not the physical (human existence) 

 Not the spiritual 

 Not all that is contained in history 

 Not even space or distance 

 Nothing in all creation—all inclusive 



Calvary’s doctrinal statement states 

 7. The New Birth 

 We believe that all who receive by faith the 

Lord Jesus Christ, trusting Him alone for 

eternal salvation, are born again by the Holy 

Spirit and thereby become children of God, 

that they are indwelt and sealed by the Holy 

Spirit and therefore are secure until the day 

of final redemption. 

 (John 1:12-13; 3:3-16; 10:28-29; 2 Corinthians 

1:22; Ephesians 4:30) 



Assurance of Salvation 
Aspects of Assurance 

Objective 

Promises of God 
Romans 6:23; 10:9-10; John 10; 1 John 5:13 



Thorny Question 

 Nothing in the world can separate us 

from God 

 But can we separate ourselves from 

God? 

 Can someone choose to ―stop being a 

Christ‖ 



Thorny Question 

 Context 

 8:1 no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus 

 8:11 Indwelt by the Spirit 

 8:16-17  God’s children 

 8:28-30 Unbreakable chain 

 Answer from context 

 No, salvation can not be forfeited 

 



Thorny Question 

 The nature of salvation 
 Who conceived of salvation by faith? 

God 
 Who provided for salvation? 

God through Christ 
 Who enacted salvation? 

God, through the death of Christ and 
the conviction/regeneration by the 
Spirit 

 Who is able to ensure salvation? 
God 

 



Summary 

 Celebration of security 

 But never an excuse for passivity or 

apathy 

 God is faithful and powerful and able to 

keep both His word and His children 
 

 



Application 

 Memorize and mediate on these significant 
truths and thereby live the abundant life in 
freedom from guilt. 

 Confession that they have taken God’s grace 
for granted.  

 Pursue the wayward 
 Challenge them, as Paul would say, to ―repent 

and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance‖ (Acts 26:20), the 
very words that Jesus spoke to the self-
righteous religious leaders of Israel also 



Next Week 

 Review 


