
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 6:1-14 



Introduction 

 What’s the hardest thing about being a 

Christian? 

 Is it acceptable for Christians to sin? 

 How much?   

 What kinds of sin?  

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 As believers are we: 

 Saints who sin occasionally 

 Or 

 Sinners who are saved 

 If both are true, when do we need to 

understand we are saints and when do 

we need to understand we are sinners? 

Talk about it 
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The Righteousness of God 
What to Believe 

The Righteousness of  

  God  
How to Live 

 Doctrine of Justification  Duties of the Justified 

Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live 

by faith.” (ESV) 

The Transforming Power of the Righteousness of God 

  Justification: 

  The Need 

 for it 

Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 

to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 

and perfect. (ESV) 
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Review 

 Romans 5:12-21 
 Sin’s entrance into the world by Adam resulted in 

death for all men. 

 The entrance of the Law revealed the sinfulness of 

man’s sin but this is surpassed by the sufficiency 

of God’s grace and results in eternal life. 

 Romans 5 provided assurance of present and 

ultimate salvation. So the natural question is, 

what does our new relationship with God 

mean to our everyday lives. 



Preview 

 This section will help us answer the 
question 

 How do those of us who are under grace 

live without being characterized by sin?  

 How are we to live lives of victory over 

sin?  



Observations as we read the text 

 ―with Christ‖ 

 Commands 

 

 Tension 

 The Christian Paradox 



Sanctification 

Where do justification and sanctification differ? 
 Westminster Larger Catechism 
 Question 77: Wherein do justification and sanctification 

differ? 
 Answer: Although sanctification be inseparably joined with 

justification, yet they differ, in that God in justification 
imputes the righteousness of Christ; in sanctification his 
Spirit infuses grace, and enables to the exercise thereof; in 
the former, sin is pardoned; in the other, it is subdued: the 
one does equally free all believers from the revenging wrath 
of God, and that perfectly in this life, that they never fall 
into condemnation; the other is neither equal in all, nor in 
this life perfect in any, but growing up to perfection.  

Talk about it 



Romans 6:1-2 
1 What shall we say then?  
   Are we to continue in sin  
      that grace may abound?  
2   By no means!  
   How can we who died to sin still live in it?  



Romans 6:3-4 
3 Do you not know that all of us  
  who have been baptized into Christ Jesus  
    were baptized into his death?  
4    We were buried therefore with him  
          by baptism into death,  
      in order that,  
       just as Christ was raised from the dead  
             by the glory of the Father,  
         we too might walk in newness of life.  

 buried therefore with him  

we too might walk in newness of life.  



Romans 6:1-4 

 We have died to sin 



Romans 6:5-7 
5 For if we have been united with him  
      in a death like his,  
   we shall certainly be united with him  
      in a resurrection like his.  
6   We know that our old self  
          was crucified with him  
     in order that the body of sin might  
                    be brought to nothing,  
      so that we would no longer be  
                    enslaved to sin.  
7       For one who has died  
                  has been set free from sin. 

 united with him  

 united with him  

 crucified with him  



Romans 6:1-7 

 We have died to sin 

 We are united with Christ 



Romans 6:5-7 
5 For if we have been united with him  
      in a death like his,  
   we shall certainly be united with him  
      in a resurrection like his.  
6   We know that our old self  
          was crucified with him  
     in order that the body of sin might  
                    be brought to nothing,  
      so that we would no longer be  
                    enslaved to sin.  
7       For one who has died  
                  has been set free from sin. 

 united with him  

 united with him  

 crucified with him  



Romans 6:1-7 

 We have died to sin 

 We are united/identified with Christ 

 We have delivered from sin 



Romans 6:8-11 
8 Now if we have died with Christ,  
    we believe that we will also live with him.  
9   We know that Christ being raised from the  

            dead will never die again;  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
10     For the death he died he died to sin,  
                      once for all,  
      but the life he lives he lives to God.  
11      So you also must consider yourselves  
        dead to sin  
        and alive to God  
          in Christ Jesus.  

 died with Christ  
 live with him  
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Sin Righteousness 

Switching Realms 
Romans 6:1-14 



Romans 6:12-14 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies,  
      to make you obey their passions.  
13 Do not present your members to sin as   

             instruments for unrighteousness,  
   but present  
     yourselves to God  
        as those who have been brought  
        from death to life,  
     and your members to God  
       as instruments for righteousness.  
14         For sin will have no dominion over you,  
           since you are not under law  
           but under grace. (ESV) 
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Flow 

1.  Don’t let sin Reign 

    In your body, so that you obey it 

  2. Don’t offer the parts of your body to sin 

     As instruments of wickedness 

  2.  Offer the parts of your body 

     As instruments of righteousness 

1.  Sin shall not be your master 

    Not under law but under grace 



Sin Righteousness 

Switching Realms 
Romans 6:1-14 



Romans 6:12-14 

 The point: Present 

A decision to dedicate your body to 
righteousness.  

First use–present active imperative—

stop doing it 

Second use–aorist active imperative—

just do it 



Romans 6:12-14 

 Question 

How does 6:14 answer the charge in 6:1 that 

an emphasis on God’s grace would lead 

people to sin? 

Notice that Paul reverses the argument. 

Instead of grace leading to licentiousness, it 

should lead to freedom from sin controlling 

power. 

Point: Yield control to God 



Summary 

 Christ died to sin 

  We died with Christ 

   We have died to sin 

 Christ was raised to life 

  We are alive with Christ 

   We are freed from sin 



Summary 

 We should no longer ―be slaves to sin‖ 

(6:6) because we have been ―set free‖ 

from sin and become ―slaves‖ to God 

and righteousness (6:17 – 22); sin is no 

longer our ―master‖ (6:14a). (Douglas J. 

Moo) 



Application 

 Don’t misapply the doctrine of grace. 

 If we died to sin, it’s crazy to think we 

can go on living as though nothing 

changed. 



Application 

 Paul’s purpose has been ―to show that 
being a believer makes a decisive 
difference in one’s relationship to sin.‖ 
(Douglas J. Moo) 

 In light of Romans 6:1-14 
 What do you need to think about yourself? 

Know this– 
Consider this–  

 What do you need to do? 
 Present yourself– 



Next Week 

 Romans 6:15-23 


