
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 16:17-27 



 Do you know what you believe and 
why?   

 Have you tried to boil down your belief 
system into a core group of truths? 

Talk about it 



 Do you know how much of your belief 
system is grounded in the Bible and how 
much you picked up through your 
cultural upbringing? 
 

 Can you explain it? 
 Can you defend it? 

 
 Why would it be important to do so? 

Talk about it 



 As Paul wraps up his letter, he greeted a 
wide ranging group of people present in 
Rome, affirming their ministry to him, 
the church and their significance for the 
expansion of the gospel. 



Conclusion 
Romans 15:14–16:27 
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 Warning against false teachers 
 While Paul has challenged believers to 

welcome each other in spite of differences, 
Paul warns them not to welcome but shun 
those with deceptive teaching. 

 



 Play the role of modern day prophet 
(little “p”) 
 What are the theological issues you think 

will more likely challenge the integrity of 
the church in the next decade? 

 Have you ever been a part of a church that 
faced division over a theological issue? 
 What was the issue?  

 How was it handled? 

Talk about it 



 How would you rate your “knowledge” 
or comfort with your own:  
 Understanding of the Bible? 

 Grasp of basic doctrine (what you believe, 
why, where it is found in Scripture)? 

 Do you sense a need to grow in that area?  
What are you doing?  

 

Talk about it 



Observations? 
What do you notice about what Paul says 

and doesn’t say about false teachers? 

Rather than identify the false teachers 
Paul describes them 

 



Notice he starts with a warning 
“appeal” 
 “I exhort” or “I urge you” 

“watch out for” 
 Know that a problem is lurking 

 Be prepared to face it 

 



Result 

Cause divisions 
 Those who foment divisions are not genuinely 

part of the people of God 

Create obstacles 
 Causing others to be in danger of abandoning 

the Christian faith 

Contrary to the doctrine that you 
have been taught 
Command:  avoid them 



Result 

Motivation 
 They serve their own desires not Christ 

 They are clever and deceptive 

 Not only are they selfish and looking for their 
own benefits they are seeking followers 



 Is it possible to balance being 
knowledgeable about the “ways” of 
the world and the beliefs and practices 
of differing worldviews, yet innocent 
about what is evil or immoral? 

 So how do you balance purity and 
shrewdness? 

 

Talk about it 



 Know the truth 

 Purity is not the same as naivety 
 2 Timothy 2:22 So flee youthful passions 

and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart. (ESV) 



Result 

Motivation 

 Instruction 
 Verse 19 provides a wonderful challenge—

maintaining purity without gullibility 

 Paul affirms their desire for obedience but 
wants to make sure their obedience is not blind 
but thoughtful 

 Verse 20 is a statement of encouragement 
from God even in the face of oppp 



 Know what you believe and why, live it and be 
able to defend it 

 Pray for leaders of the church to be wise in 
knowing what issues to address 
 Titus 1:9-11 He must hold firm to the trustworthy 

word as taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke 
those who contradict it.  10 For there are many who 
are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They 
must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole 
families by teaching for shameful gain what they 
ought not to teach. (ESV) 



 Greetings from Colleagues 



Prologue   1:1-7 Closing Doxology  16:25-27 

1:1 “the gospel of God” Focus 16:25 “according to my gospel” 

1:3 “concerning His Son” Centered on 

Jesus 

16:25 “preaching/proclamation 

of Jesus Christ” 

1:2 “promised beforehand 

through His prophets in 

the holy Scripture” 

Fulfillment of 

Scripture 

16:25 “been disclosed and 

through the prophetic 

writings” 

1:1, 5 “called to be an 

apostle” 

Paul’s role 16:25 “my gospel” (received 

and proclaimed to the 

Gentiles) 

1:5 “among all the 

nations/Gentiles” 

Target audience 16:26 “been made known to all 

nations” 

1:5 “to bring about the 

obedience of faith” 

Goal 16:26 “to bring about the 

obedience of faith” 

1:5 “for the sake of His 

name” 

Reason 

(Ultimate result) 

16:27 “to the only wise God be 

glory forevermore through 

Jesus Christ” 



 Watch out for false teachers, be wise 
yet innocent. 

 To God be the glory forever and may 
Jesus be proclaimed  
 for the purpose of producing 

obedience of faith 

among all nations 



 Know what you believe and why, live it and be able 
to defend it. 

 
 Our goal is not just “knowledge” or information.  

Our goal is transformation.   
  
 Romans has taught us about the transforming 

power of the gospel. 
  
 Though knowledge can cause us to get puffed up, 

knowledge of God and the gospel should result in 
humble humility and passionate submission leading 
living a lifestyle of worship. 



 Based on the Warning 
 Know what you believe and why 
 Seek to deepen your understanding and 

develop clarity in your core belief system. 

 Live it 
 Make sure the reality of your belief system 

impacts your life. 

 Be able to defend it 
 Defend with grace and courage. 



 Based on the Doxology 
 We need to be regularly reminded of the 

wonder of the gospel.   

 A message that is simple yet profound.   

 A message that through faith gives life.   

 A message that sustains life. 



The gospel is undeserved—for sinners (1:18-3:30) 
The gospel is free—through faith alone (3:21-4:25) 
The gospel is transforming—through union with 

Christ and the power of the Spirit (6:1-8:39) 
  
The gospel has a history and a future—the salvation of 

both Jews and Gentiles (9:1-11:36) 
The gospel is transforming—of individual character 

and every relational context (12:1-15:13) 
The gospel must be proclaimed among the nations—

to the glory of God (15:14-16:27) 



The gospel is the power of God for salvation 
The gospel is the transforming power of God for 

sanctification 
The gospel is the hope inspiring and endurance 

giving reality of glorification 
  
It is beneficial for individuals—the gospel is 

personal 
It is beneficial for a group/church—the gospel 

places us into a biblical spiritual family 
It is beneficial for the world—the gospel message 

is intended for all 
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