
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 14:13-23 



 How much does our background 
impact our understanding of Christian 
freedoms? 

 How much do our traditions impact our 
freedoms or lack of freedoms? 

 

Talk about it 



 Last week we saw that believers have 
freedom, but that we must ask:  
 Is my motive to honor God or simply to 

please myself? 

 In this week’s study, we will need to 
add the question: 
 How will my actions affect others? 

Talk about it 



 Is there a time when I need to forego 
my freedoms for the sake of others? 
 When should I forego my freedom?   

 To what degree should I forego my 
freedoms? 

 Do I have a responsibility to correct or 
instruct those who don’t have the 
freedoms I have? 

Talk about it 



 Love one another 
 Seek to live at peace 
 Submit to governing authorities 
 Seek to fulfill the Law by loving neighbors  

and living right (righteously). 
 A practical demonstration of love is seen in 

our acceptance of other believers, 
differences and all.  
 Seeking to do all we do, to the Lord and out 

love and humility we seek the greater good of 
others to the glory of God 

 



Action of the Justified: Toward the   
Weak & the Strong 

Romans 14:1–15:13 
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13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on  
          one another any longer,  
  but rather decide never to put a  
     stumbling block  
     or hindrance  
       in the way of a brother.  
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 Stumbling block 
 An occasion for stumbling 

 Hindrance 
 A trap 

 

 The Issue: Judging others 
 “no longer judge one-another” 

 Point: Don’t cause offense 



14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus  
        that nothing is unclean in itself,  

   but it is unclean for anyone who  
        thinks it unclean.  
15    For if your brother is grieved  
          by what you eat,  
       you are no longer walking in love.  
     By what you eat,  
       do not destroy the one  
           for whom Christ died.  
16  So do not let what you regard as good  
         be spoken of as evil.  
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17 For the kingdom of God is  
    not a matter of eating and drinking  
    but of righteousness  
      and peace  
      and joy  
          in the Holy Spirit.  
18 Whoever thus serves Christ  
   is acceptable to God and approved by men.  
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 Paul reminds that strong that his eating 
without concern for its effect on the 
weaker believers is a violation of the 
cardinal Christian principle of love  



19 So then let us pursue what makes  
     for peace  
     and for mutual upbuilding.  
20   Do not,  
       for the sake of food,  
     destroy the work of God.  
 Everything is indeed clean,  
   but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble  
     by what he eats.  
21      It is good not to  
        eat meat  
        or drink wine  
        or do anything  
         that causes your brother to stumble 
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 Principles stated in positive terms: 
 Do what leads to peace and upbuilding. 

  

 The main principle—walking in love in the 
Body requires evaluating one’s behavior in 
light of others.   
 Do my attitude and actions demonstrate love? 

 

 The Issue: Be concerned for the weak 

 Point: Seek to build up, not tear down 



 Unity in the Church—the role of the 
Strong 
 Drinking and Dancing? 

 Dress? 

 Music 



 Principles summarized 

 The Issue: Act in faith  

 Point: Don’t flaunt your faith 

 

 



 Key Issue:  In issues over differing 
opinions 
 Don’t judge (14:13) 

 Don’t put a stumbling block in a brother’s 
way (14:13, 20-21) 

 Don’t sacrifice an individual over your 
rights (14:15) 



 Pursue the things which make for peace 

 Building up one another (14:19)  

 Be fully convinced of the motivation and 
merit of your actions (14:22) 

 Be willing to give up rights out of love 
for others 



 Out of love and humility, we should seek 
the greater good of others to the glory of 
God 
 Accept 

 Qualify 

 Abstain 

 Support 

 Teach 



 Is there ever a time when should we not 
give way to the desires of the “weak?” 
 What if they prefer hymns to choruses? 

 Is this a stumbling block or a preference? 



 The key questions are: 
 What is my attitude? 

 Do I value others more than my comfort? 

 Is there a specific issue that this 
passages raises in your mind? 
 Does it require a change in attitude or 

actions? 

 Does it require forgiving someone? 

 Does it require seeking forgiveness? 
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