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Romans 5:1-11 



Introduction 

 What is hope? 

  What is certainty? 

 What challenges hope?   

 That is, what tends to shake the ―hope‖ of 

most people? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 At the end of this passage—we should 

all be rejoicing/celebrating and 

praising God for His incredible gift of 

salvation (the whole process) and be 

confident in hope. 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

This anchor-cross, is 
found on the earliest 
Christian burial 
monuments 

The anchor combined 
with the cross symbolizes 
the sure and steadfast 
security that Jesus Christ 
provides for us  

The imagery is borrowed 
from Hebrews 6:19 ―We 
have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the 
soul‖ 

Talk about it 



Review / Preview 

 The problem of sin 1:18-3:20 

 The provision of salvation 3:21-5:21 

 The power for sanctification 6–8 



Group Activity 

 Experiential result of Justification 

 Identify all the benefits of justification 

listed in this passage 

 Identify concepts and key words 

 To insure that those concepts and key 

words are understood—put them in 

your own words 



Romans 5:1-2 

1 Therefore,  

 since we have been justified by faith,  

   we have peace with God  

    through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

2      Through him we have also obtained access 

       by faith into this grace  

       in which we stand,  

        and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
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Romans 5:1-2 

5:1-2 Believers’ peace and exaltation of 

hope are based on justification 

This peace with God is reconciliation  
Negative—cessation of hostilities 

Positive—well-being, prosperity, or salvation 

of the godly person 

Present reality  



Romans 5:1-2 

Christ’s payment on the cross for our 

sins (debt) has settled the claims against 

us and judicially declared us righteous, 

therefore without a barrier between us 

and God—we have full access. 

Our past is pardoned, and our future 

secure. 

 



Compared with other Religions? 

No other religion seems to promise this 
abiding peace.  They may tell you to seek 
peace by becoming nothing (Hindu). 

Or they may emphasize the barrier between 
you and God, and the punishment aspect 
(Islam). 

Islam—No assurance, no one can know 
whether or not you kept the rule outlined for 
you; you don’t know if you will or will not be 
accepted into paradise. 

Islam—God is distant not close 



Romans 5:3-5 

3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings,  

  knowing that  

   suffering produces endurance,  

4   and endurance produces character,  

   and character produces hope,  

5   and hope does not put us to shame,  

   because God’s love has been poured into our hearts  

      through the Holy Spirit  

        who has been given to us.  
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Romans 5:3-5 

In light of the believer’s peace and exaltation, 

afflictions are not defeating but serve to 

strengthen their hope in God—Assurance. 

The salvation God provides is permanent 

because of how it was provided and it is able to 

withstand trials.   

The Holy Spirit’s presence is an assurance of 

the future and of God’s love in the present. 

Faith in Christ leads to a proper perspective on 

suffering. 



Compared with other Religions? 

Buddhism—the key is to live in the 

moment, to improve yourself 

But with Karma—the law of cause and 

effect, what you do determines what you 

get.  So if you experience tribulation, it is 

your own fault.  



Romans 5:6-8 

6  For while we were still weak,  

    at the right time  

   Christ died for the ungodly.  

7     For one will scarcely die for a righteous person— 

      though perhaps for a good person  

      one would dare even to die— 

8  but God shows his love for us  

   in that while we were still sinners,  

     Christ died for us.  

 we  
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Christ died for us 

Christ died for the ungodly 



Romans 5:6-8 

The believer’s hope is confirmed by 

God’s love demonstrated in Christ’s work 

on behalf of both sinners and believers  

Christ died for the ungodly substitution  

in behalf of, but here in place of  (for the 

benefit of ) 

Christ became our substitute and 

representative 



Romans 5:9-11 
9 Since, therefore,  
 we have now been justified by his blood,  
   much more shall we be saved by him  
      from the wrath of God.  
10   For if while we were enemies  
     we were reconciled to God  
       by the death of his Son,  
   much more,  
     now that we are reconciled,  
       shall we be saved by his life.  
11   More than that,  
     we also rejoice in God  
       through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
       through whom we have now  
        received reconciliation. (ESV) 
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Romans 5:9-11 

This verse has the idea of redemption and 
sacrifice though it doesn’t use those terms  

How? Through His blood  
shall be saved from the wrath of God through 

Him—Wrath = God’s anger toward sin  
Propitiation to satisfy  

The removal of enmity between God and 
man  reconciliation  
a change of relationship between hostility and 

harmony  



Romans 5:9-11 

Justification emphasizes that believers 

stand in right relationship with God—no 

guilt, positional righteousness 

While reconciliation stresses that we, who 

were formerly enemies, are now God’s 

friends—assurance  



Compared with other Religions? 

Buddhism–―gods‖ are people who have 

accumulated enough merit, and will 

eventually use up that merit and become 

―men‖ again.  There is no assurance of 

deliverance. 

Hindu–Reincarnation –you are never 

sure you will escape the cycle. 



Compared with other Religions? 

Islam: 
Notice that we are not justified to neutrality, but to 

a positive state. Islam teaches that when you 
convert, your ―slate‖ is wiped clean and you must 
―do‖ to try to enter paradise. 

With Christ the slate is wiped clean when you trust 
and then we are enabled to ―do good‖ but the 
―good we do‖ is not part of getting us to heaven.  
That is done by God’s grace through Christ’s 
blood. 

No other religion can make the wonderful 
promise this passage does.  In the present, 
you can have and experience reconciliation. 



The Atonement 
1. The atonement is the cross-work of Christ in which 
2. He died once for all (Sacrifice) 
3. in our place (Substitution) 
4. paying the price for our sin (Redemption) 
5. that satisfied God’s holy wrath 

(Propitiation/Satisfaction) 
6. allowing us by faith 
7. to be made new creatures (Regenerated, imparting 

eternal life) 
8. by being declared righteous (free from all sin past, 

present, and future) in Christ (Justification) 
9. which enables us to have a relationship with God 

(Reconciliation) 
10. leading to a transformed life (Sanctification) 

empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 



Summary 

 In light of what God has done through 

Christ we can have assurance of a 

present and permanent relationship with 

Him! 



Application 

Theologically practical   
For those who struggle with issue of assurance this 

passage provides encouragement based on what 

God has done. 

For those who struggle with acceptance, this 

passage provides proof of God’s acceptance of 

them. 

For those experiencing difficulty, this passage will 

provide perspective. 



Application 

So the Promise applied to us 

Through the death of Christ on our behalf 

We are not simply forgiven, though that is part of it—it 
is so much more 

Yes, it is a legal (forensic) issue—we are declared to be 
in right standing before God 

Yes, it is Christ becoming my substitute, but more 

It is peace with God 

It is an intimate relationship with God 

It is a promise of a permanent relationship with God 

That gives hope for the present 



Next Week 

 Romans 5:12-21 
 PBS sheets available see 

http://www.calvarychurch.org/274494.ihtml 


