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Introduction 

 What are some of your favorite sayings? 

 Do you know where they came from? 

 

 Possession is nine-tenths of the law 

 if you have it in your possession it’s yours 

to do with as you please 

 



Review 
 Theme: The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

 1:18-32 God reveals Himself through creation and 
conscience so that men are without excuse when 
they suppress the truth of who God is and reject 
the natural law. They are therefore subject to God’s 
wrath and death. 

 In 2:1-16 Paul’s focus was on the judgmentalness of 
the Jews, who would condemn the sinfulness of 
Gentiles but make excuses or diminish their own 
sinfulness.  God on the other hand is righteous and 
judges everyone (Jew and Gentile) impartially 
according to their works not their heredity. 



17  But if you call yourself a Jew  
   and rely on the law  
   and boast in God  
18   and know his will  
   and approve what is excellent,  
    because you are instructed from the law;  
19   and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind,  
      a light to those who are in darkness,  
20    an instructor of the foolish,  
    a teacher of children,  
     having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—  
21 You then who teach others,  
   do you not teach yourself?  
    While you preach against stealing,  
     do you steal?  
22    You who say that one must not commit adultery,  
     do you commit adultery?  
    You who abhor idols,  
     do you rob temples?  
23 You who boast in the law  
   dishonor God  

    by breaking the law.  
24  For, as it is written,  
   “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”  

But 



Benefits of being a Jew 

 Possess the name “Jew”  Were God’s chosen 
people 

 rely on the law  

 boast in God   Had a relationship with God 

 know his will  

 approve what is excellent 

 you are a guide to the blind, a light to those who 
are in darkness 

 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children 

 having in the law the embodiment of knowledge 
and truth—  



The Point 

Summary  

Most likely up to this point the Jews were 

agreeing with Paul.  They did have a 

special position, and they were proud to be 

who they were.   



17  But if you call yourself a Jew  
   and rely on the law  
   and boast in God  
18   and know his will  
   and approve what is excellent,  
    because you are instructed from the law;  
19   and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind,  
      a light to those who are in darkness,  
20    an instructor of the foolish,  
    a teacher of children,  
     having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—  
21 You then who teach others,  
   do you not teach yourself?  
    While you preach against stealing,  
     do you steal?  
22    You who say that one must not commit adultery,  
     do you commit adultery?  
    You who abhor idols,  
     do you rob temples?  
23 You who boast in the law  
   dishonor God  

    by breaking the law.  
24  For, as it is written,  
   “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”  

 then  

But 



Liabilities of being a Jew 

 You then who teach others,  
 do you not teach yourself?  

 While you preach against stealing,  
 do you steal?  

 You who say that one must not commit 
adultery,  
 do you commit adultery?  

 You who abhor idols,  
 do you rob temples?  

 You who boast in the law  
 dishonor God by breaking the law  



The Point 

Problem—Focus on externals 

External possession of religious rights 

Paul’s Point:  “Faith is intensely 

personal.  There is no royal lineage or 

holy bloodline in God’s kingdom.” 



What are our  

benefits and liabilities 

Benefits 
Peace and blessing 
Prosperity and easy 
Plenty (abundance) of Bible teachers and tools 

Liabilities 
Comfort 
Consumerism 
Consumed with keeping what we have 
Apathy 
Lack of urgency 
Tradition  



Romans 2:24 

God intended 

Israel (His people) 

to be His 

representatives to 

the nation 

Centripetal  

Centrifugal 



The Point 

External possession of religious rights is 

not enough to ensure a relationship with 

God—but it is enough to dishonor God  



25 For circumcision indeed is of value  
    if you obey the law,  
    but if you break the law,  
     your circumcision becomes uncircumcision.  
26  So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law,  
    will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?  
27  Then he who is physically uncircumcised  
     but keeps the law  
    will condemn you  
      who have the written code and circumcision  
     but break the law.  
28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly,  
    nor is circumcision outward and physical.  
29 But a Jew is one inwardly,  
    and circumcision is a matter of the heart,  
     by the Spirit,  
      not by the letter.  
       His praise is not from man but from God. (ESV) 

matter of the heart 
 But  

His praise is not from man but from God 

29 

For 

 but  



The Point 

Trust in Ritual 2:25-29 
The Jews’ possession of circumcision not 

sufficient 
External practice of religious rites 

What God desired was not just external 
physical rites but inward reality. 

Key Point: External practice of religious 
rites is not enough to ensure a 
relationship with God.  Internal change 
results in praise from God.  



Summary 

 “The condemnation of the Jew is 

because of his trust in the religious 

externals rather than in God who would 

inwardly transform his life.” 



Application 

 When our focus is on the external we are 
more likely to bring dishonor to God.  
Seeking honor or value in our position or 
profession is not the goal. 

 Inward not just outward obedience which 
reveals our devotion for God is what He 
wants. 

 Conduct must be inline with 
profession/claims/confession/beliefs—an 
internal, heart motivated obedience not just 
external claims.  



Application 

 What benefits of being a Christian in 

the United States have become 

liabilities?   

 What do we take for granted?  

 How as our possession of these 

benefits hindered rather than helped 

the being honor to the name of the 

Lord? 



Next Week 

 Romans 3:1-8 

 PBS sheets available see 
http://www.calvarychurch.org/264487.ihtml 


