Stephen C. Kilgore

Ephesians: Blessed Beyond Belief
To Build up the Body
Ephesians 5:1-14 Walk in Love and Light
1
Therefore
be imitators of God,
as beloved children.
2
And walk in love,
as Christ also loved us
and gave himself up for us,
a fragrant offering
and sacrifice
to God.
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But
Sexual immorality
And all impurity
or covetousness must
not even be named among you,
as is proper among saints.
Let there be no filthiness
Nor foolish talk,
or crude joking,
which are out of place,
but instead let there be thanksgiving.
For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is
sexually immoral
or impure,
or who is covetous
(that is, an idolater),
has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
Therefore
do not become partakers with them;
for at one time you were darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light
(for the fruit of light is found in all that is
good
and right
and truth),
and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret.
But when anything is exposed by the light,
It becomes visible,
for anything that that becomes visible by light.
Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Review
1:1–3:21 Positional Unity of the Church
1:1-23 God’s (life insurance) plan and benefits
2:1–3:21 Steps towards fulfilling God’s plan
2:1-10 God’s plan (1:3-14) applied to individuals
2:11-22 New Corporate identity
2:13-22 Now have been brought near to God, being made into a new man—entity, the Church
3:1-13 The mystery of the Church is revealed after Christ
3:14-21 Prayer and Praise
3:14-19 Prayer for the Ephesians to know and experience Christ’s love and experience maturity filled by
God (The impossibly big prayer for intimacy and to be total consumed with God)
3:20-21 Doxology: Praise to God for His superabounding
4:1–6:9 The Proper Conduct of the Church
4:1-16 Call to a mature unity
4:1-6 Walk in Unity (Call for Unity)
4:7-16 The enablement for Unity and Maturity
4:17-24 Walk in Holiness—Remove and Replace
4:25-32 The New Christian speech: Walk in holiness by speaking the truth and demonstrate love not anger

Exposition
VII. Proper Conduct in the Church 4:1–6:9
A. Walk in Unity
4:1-16
B. Walk in Holiness 4:17-32
1. The Changed Life—Purity
4:17-24
Primarily individual conduct
2. The Changed Life—Speech
4:25-31
Primarily interpersonal conduct
Walk in Love and Light
5:1-14
C. Walk in Love 5:1-6
1. Positive—Imitate God by walking in love
5:1-2
a. Imitate God 5:1
b. Walk in love 5:2
1) Command—Love
2) Comparison—Christ’s sacrificial love
2. Negative—Abstain from evil 5:3-6
a. Abstain from evil practices
5:3-4
1) Conduct 5:3
2) Speech 5:4
b. Reason: Consequences
5:5-6
D. Walk in Light 5:7-14
1. Do not partner with darkness 5:7-10
a. Command: Do not be involved 5:7
b. Reason: Christians are Changed People 5:8a-8b
1) Past: Were darkness 5:8a
2) Present: Are light in the Lord 5:8b
c. Command: Walk as Children of Light 5:8c
d. Reason: Characteristics of the fruit of light 5:9
e. Challenge: Seek to please God 5:10
2. Do not take part in works of darkness 5:11-13
a. Command: Do not be involved 5:11a
b. Challenge: Expose them 5:11b
c. Reason: It is even shameful to talk about them 5:12
d. Explanation: Things exposed to light become visible 5:13
3. Conclusion 5:14

Application

