Easter
Easter does not have quite the commercial push that Christmas does. Christmas
preparations start several months prior, but the significance of Christmas is only understood
in light of Easter. As Christmas approaches, we focus on four Advent Sundays. So with
Easter just around the corner, use these passages to prepare your heart and mind to
appreciate in a special way the wonder of your Savior and the salvation He provided for
you.

Week 1

The Word

Jesus Christ came to provide salvation for a dying world. People come to Jesus because
through Him they can see God. He makes the truth and grace of God known to all.
Reflecting on His word and work allows man to encounter God compelling an expression
of the heart gratitude.
John 1:1-18 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because
he was before me.’ ”) 16 And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. (ESV)
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
(ESV)

Week 2

The Son of God: Deity

As you contemplate the Savior at Easter remember: You have a Savior who is the allpowerful Creator-God, yet who cares for your needs. Not only is He the “Word become
flesh” He is the Lord God. Not only is He concerned about your eternal destiny but He
cares about your everyday struggles. Focus on Him with a thankful heart.
Colossians 1:15-20 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (ESV)
Hebrews 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (ESV)

Week 3

Jesus: Humanity

Jesus came to earth not as a conquering King, but as a carpenter. He can in true
humanity. His death enabled mankind to have a relationship with God through faith. A
relationship that provides the certainty of eternity in the presence of the glory of God
and a present existence being transformed into that glory. In His humanity He became
an example for us to follow.
Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not
grow weary or fainthearted. (ESV)
Colossians 2:9-12 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled
in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in
the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. (ESV)

Week 4

The Savior: Sacrifice

The Lord Jesus Christ, the true God-Man came to earth to reveal the Father, to be an
example to man of righteous living, to sympathize with man’s problems—but most
significantly, He came to die. We were under the death penalty. We deserved to die. He
became our pardon. When He died on the cross He took our penalty. His death gave us
life.
Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has
laid on him the iniquity of us all. (ESV)
Colossians 2:13-15 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in
him. (ESV)
Hebrews 9:27-28 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,
28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. (ESV)

Week 5

The Lord: Resurrection

Our glorious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay for wages of our sin.
His resurrection from death is proof His is who He said He was—God. His resurrection is
our guarantee that God the Father accepted His payment for our penalty. We of all
people we are most blessed!
His is risen! He is risen indeed!
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all,
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. (ESV)

1 Corinthians 15:20-21 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. (ESV)
1 Corinthians 15:50-57 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be
changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put
on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin,
and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. (ESV)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it,
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (ESV)
Hebrews 10:19-25 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is,
through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love
and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (ESV)

